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Abstract: Everyone is belicved to have potential in any languages, and how the potential is developed
to become communicative competence may have attracted an interest to discuss and become an issuc in
English language learning. This issue is also related to characters (personality) education as
characterized in current education system. This issue may relate to the definition of language, language
is human nature, and as human being is created by the God The Most Creator, then all languages are
regarded as the greatest creation of God as well that have been dedicated for the welfare of human life.
In this sense, the creation of human beings includes the creation and installation of the languages. This
understanding argues opinions saying that languages are placed in human brain (or certain part of the
brain). Then, to make the language potential becomes communicative competence; there are aspects to
influence this process. Therefore, this paper will discuss how the process of communicative
competence is developed from the language potential. In this connection, this paper will also discuss
some aspects related to culture and characters as reflected in the communicative competence, and
importantly how language teaching-learning should be managed to improve the communicative
competence and to build learners’ characters.

Key words: Language potential, culture-character education, English language teaching and
learning, communicative competence.

Introduction have faith observing the Oneness of God,
practicing noble characters, being healthy,
The development of science and technology has knowledgeable, skillful, creative, and independent,
become an important subject for Indonesia to talk which in turn they become democratic and
nowadays. The science and technology would lead responsible citizens for Indonesia development.
this nation to achieve welfare for its citizens, and
even make it be a subject of pride that enables To achieve the goal, students are subject of
Indonesians to compete in many sectors learning. In this relation, student

internationally. For this aim, education is placed as important element to ¢
a major effort by developing quality human teachers that make learnis
resources by whom the science and technology achievement possibl l'l caming
could be developed. This means that education is e
an important sector to manage to lead Indonesia to
become a competitive nation (Septy, 2014). ‘

According to the national system of edu
(GOI, 2003, Decree No 20 Article 3), the
role of education is to build a better civil sc
Such better society could be attained thi

and philosophy Pancasila. In this
educa';ion is the main instrument to

goal, indicated by developing students’ potei
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Figure 1. Process and WWW
1o Develop Potential 1o Become

Teacher
qualificaf

Slmchnmzpilﬂwmaincowofmmpdauin dcvclopmuofdlelangmgcwpadtybbmm
an interaction, everyone is believed o have

communicative competence (Septy, 2015¢:3-5).
potential in all languages; the potential is a gift Moreover, there are several factors 10
developed 10 be competence for their social influence  the development  of  students’
interaction, or competence 1o communicate in competence. If the students face problems 1o
languages (or communicative competence), So, develop their potential, this could be due to the
communicative competence is an ability developed factors. Teacher is considered to be the most
after  someone involves in a process of reipmibledememoftbefaaonlhmmldﬂt
development, such as learning process and/or students’ learning problems anticipated. The
language acquisition, wwherisnotonlylmching,hnminlyﬁcﬂhﬁ;

developing and creating possible atmosphere for 2
As every human s given a capacity in alf learning process, The teacher is also an
languages, FEnglish, one of the international i

agent of
change, leading students to master English

languages, is also a given potential for human accordingly, 2 i
behm.&nglhhisomofﬂwymmatmmof mﬂy“ﬂﬂumxmmh

ﬁw ““d!l“' - . g
Allah, the master and creator of the universe, As mmsdcuhg::r:‘ifmmmdm idin Ofkmmm
QS Ar Rumm 22 saying “And among Ifis Signs is and understanding, and jerstanding
the creation of the heavens and the earth, and the science and bdlnology ‘“I imll? k 3
varlations In your languages and your coloury; and better life in the 1d achicving | pros
verily In that are Signs for those who know”, This

means that English is not a foreign language for Culty
Indonesians, altbough it is & native language of L olre “l:.‘r::;m Adaptation in Esglish
certain nations. English is a language that has been guage B

installed 10 all human beings, In fact, everyone .

could develop English proficiency through some Leaming g:ﬂhb as a target language
leamning processes and/or language acquisition, "'mi mlu'!y Mmhemtbk
Then it is human’s brain as the tool 1o facilitate :
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ective of national education,
s’ English learning is expected to have
ce-character development according to
of Pancasila (MOEC, 2013b:78-82,
64 Concerning Content Standard). 'In
pancasila is a collective cullurF w'nh
nts develop their communicative
English. In other words, the students

the sense
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this relation,
which Sludf:
compclﬂncc n

Figure 2.
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In relation to English language leamning, students’
;;":.f’“‘nce will include their linguistic and
woourse mastery as well as social-cultural
and understanding, and communication
Septy appropriateness (Canale & Swain, 1980;
b 2015¢:7).  In  this relation, the
from (. 2Uve competence could not be separated
™ the Process : .
them 15 o of students’ cultural basis leading
Sommyp; V€ appropriate attitudes in their social
Cation. Table 1 shows a list of attitude and

(ional Seminar on lfduuall(.m (.II.\'IC) In Jambi, Indonesia, 3-4 April 2016 with the the
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are expected to have English competence

characterizing their national and international

knowledge reflecting appropriate characters of
Indonesia.

As education is concerned as a means of the
f:harnclcr building, the process of education should
integrate all formal-nonformal-informal modes of
education, because these are important to build
personal characters (personality). It is necessary to
note that personality is a profile of personal
characters. How the personal character is formed is
illustrated in figure 2.

Based on the figure, the process of character
building is connected with the process of formal-
non formal-informal  education. In  this
circumstance, the educational process undertaken
in schools, family circles, and community (called
formal, in-formal, and non-formal education
respectively) become important institution to
contribute to character building. In spite of this,
formal education in schools may take a strategic
role through well organized curriculum and
learning materials.

Personality Formation of Character Building (Education Process)

Personality

288

ity profiles that could be generated ﬁ?m
personal ess/understanding  (English

io-cultural awaren
P teaching-learning in schools could adapt

llﬂgpmmge education
th nality values of the character
(h:inistry of Education and Culture (MOEC),
Regulation No. 63 of 2014)).

In short, cultural awarenﬁslundasundfnlg have
become an influential source for smdc:x1'.*:m:;arninwsgt
of English as & target language. This cultural as
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Local Wisdom in English Learning Materials

What makes human becomes human is the way
how human beings communicate by means of

e paturally influenced by the
%mamm&’mz
Wi26670). As English language learing

i, then English languzge tcaching proces,
will include Jearning the way 1o Communicate
e (Sun, 2014; Septy, 2015b).

To be more specific, local wisdom‘conld be
regarded as both universal and specific values
possessed by all groups of people. Originally, local
wisdom varies among societies, and it is frequently
used as the basis for 2 group member to have
normztive and ideal patterns to manage and to
organize their socio-cultural system. Indonesia is 2
multi cultural pation. It has many local values of its
traditional life that could be leaming resources to
undertzke character-based education. So, in relation
to English language leaming, this will not Jet
students to simply copy foreign cultures, but more
importantly they can live in English with their own
alhnlvahestomﬂeuﬂlﬁidulily-ﬂiﬁgiy
to demonstrate 2 sense of nationalism along with
their English communicative competence. Then, it
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Then lessons on local wisdoms, in
‘ e taken from the meaning of local
aler, T8 special places in the village,
l“‘“u:odiﬁomlfmonumenml objects, building,
certal® ill, forest, and the like that have a
meaning 10 explain.

{he materials could be developed by
To nemes and topics relevant to daily life. This
wsing a careful selection of relevant themes and
”:n,;,,i.,g culturally based character for the
10pics Jesson materials. Having the materials like
d:wdems could develop their wisdom,
ing to local norms and values to build
goci]l-ﬂﬂ(\llﬂ-spiﬁtlnl awareness, as

develop their English proficiency

3

4o S0

4

a

Table 2 Themes

i

Industry/economics

R + cation/international relati
Transportation

Culture/Arts

Religi

o1V S VT VRN T et ¥ he

In current 2013 curriculum system, the information
provided under the topic refers to value or attitude
references. The value and attitude related to
spiritual attitude using spiritual reference(s) is
clled the main competence 1 (KI-1) and social
atitude using social-cultural features or local
wisdoms as the reference is called the main

;':ﬂiu with ..", “as said in ...", “based on ..,
saidby ...", “referring to ...”, etc. |

'wﬂm&niwmmamh Jambi. I ‘
J"‘pull’a!ﬂngbooalwm& and Achieving Success in umnﬁ“ 34 April 2016 with the theme

and independent, so that they will become
democratic and responsible citizens for the national
development.

In particular, students have potential in all
languages, including potentisl in English. This
Mﬁlﬁﬂmmmuw
to communicate in English incorporates characters
influenced by social-culture of the tarpet langunse.
So, to develop the competence include some
culturally bound characters. This requires teachers
to have to carefully select lesson materials
contain local wisdom; that is some philosophically-
??Pmngoflowmmmdminsndﬂ
e, in order 1o develop studemts’ appropriste
characters.

Overall, this paper has stiempted 10 discuss how
the communicative competence should be
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