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ABSTRACT

Saraswati, Lingga(2018): The Third Year Students’ Ability to Answer Literal
Questions in TOEFL Text at The English
Department of Bung Hatta University

Advisors: 1. Drs.Khairul,M.Sc
2. Dr.H.WelyaRoza,M.Pd

The purpose of this research was to find out the students’ ability to answer
literal questions in TOEFL text. This research was limited to the students’ ability
to answer literal questions in TOEFL text which require them to identify ideas,
describe ideas, and recall ideas.

The design of this research was descriptive text. The population of this
study was the third year students at English Department of Bung Hatta University.
The number of sample was 28 students. The researcher applied the total sampling
technique. In collecting data, the researcher used reading TOEFL taken from
TOEFL-like test. It was reliable because it has been accepted by many
English-speaking and professional institution. Wainer and Lukhele (1977) had
found that the reliability of TOEFL form code with 1995-3RTF27 and
995-3RTF07 was 0,96 and 0,95 respectively.

The result of data analysis revealed that most of the third year students at
English Department of Bung Hatta University had low ability to answer literal
questions. It could be seen from the result of the test that only 1 student
(3,57%)had moderate ability, 27 students (96,43%) had low ability (See appendix
4).It also showed that the third year students’ ability to answer literal questions
which require them to identify ideas were low, because 2 students (7,14%)had
high ability, 3 students (10,71%)had moderate ability, and23 students (82,15%)
had low ability (See appendix 5). Then, it showed that the ability of third year
students of English Department in Bung Hatta University to answer literal
questions which require them to describe ideas were low, because  7 students
(25%)had moderate ability and 21 students (75%) had low ability (See appendix
6). Next, the data also showed that the ability of third year students at English
Department of BungHatta University to answer literal questions which require
them to recall ideas were low, because 4 students (14,28%) had moderate ability
and 24 students (85,72%) had low ability (See appendix 7).

Finally, based on the findings, it could be concluded that third year students
had low ability to answer literal questions in TOEFL text. Consequently, it is
suggested to English Department to prepare the students by conducting TOEFL
Workshop or TOEFL preparation class, and the English students should improve
their ability in doing reading TOEFL. Then, it is suggested tofurther researcher to
conduct related studies to overcome the students’ difficulties in doing TOEFL

Key words : Reading, TOEFL,  and Literal Questions
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