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ABSTRACT 

This research aims to discuss one of the basic elements in pragmatic that is speech 

act directive which focuses on types of directive speech act in Cinderella 2015 

movie and context that influences the types of directive speech act in the movie. 

This research classified and described the types and the context of directive 

speech act in Cinderella 2015 movie. The data were collected from the utterances 

of characters in Cinderella 2015 movie. This study uses qualitative method in 

describing and explaining the results. The writer found four types of directive 

speech act in this movie: (1) requesting, (2) suggesting, (3) commanding and (4) 

asking. Then, there are four types of context that influence the types of directive 

speech act. They are physical context, epistemic context, linguistic context, and 

social context. The epistemic context is more dominant to influence the types of 

directive act in this movie. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background of the problem 

In daily conversation, people often use speech act in communication 

because speech act is an utterance that has performative function in language and 

communication. By using a language, people can give information to each other 

and express their idea. The language also reflects the ability to use complex 

system of communication which related with utterance of speech act. Because 

speech act is the actions performed via utterances. The utterances are commonly 

given more specific labels, such as complaint, invitation, apology, promise or 

request. By using speech acts, speaker tries to convey the intention or purpose of 

communication which can be understood by the hearer or addressee. 

According to Austin (1962) speech act can be produced in three different 

ways; first, Locutionary act is expressing propositional content or information just 

by virtue of saying something. Second, Illocutionary act is production function of 

the utterance itself, and third, Perlocutionary act is when change takes place as a 

result of a speaker having produced a speech act and a hearer having understood 

it. Meanwhile, Searle (1976) distinguishes five classes of Illocutionary act, they 

are representative, directive, commissive, declarative, and expressive. The most 

frequently speech act used is an illocutionary act that speech act has intention 

behind the words uttered by the speaker to the hearer or addressee. 

This study, the writer used the speech act theory that is directive. Directive 

speech act is used by speakers to get a hearer to do something (Searle, 1976). It 
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means that the hearer does what speaker wants. In using directive, the speaker has 

situation and context to make that the hearer does something. From the situation 

in conversation, it can be seen what things speaker wants to say, and what the 

hearer to do the action. Context also influences the utterance from speaker and 

hearer (Crabtree 1991). It is very important to involve the context in utterance. 

The most prominent context in directive speech act is about to fully understand 

the meaning of the sentence and the context that was uttered between speaker and 

hearer. The speaker and hearer have relationship to do action through directive 

speech act. There are varieties of actions that can be performed through directive 

speech act, such as commanding, suggesting, requesting. The examples of 

directive speech act given by Yule (1996) are as follows: 

a. Could you lend me a pen, please?  

b. Don’t touch that.  

c. Gimme a cup of coffee. Make it black. 

Talking about directive, there is speech act of directive used in a movie, 

because movie concerns with the daily life condition. The movie also shows the 

daily activities which occur and those make it like a mirror to the phenomenon of 

reality. The writer is interested in using movie as the source of data for this 

research. In movies, it also has some genres, such as comedy, action, animation, 

drama, romance and so on. It is very important to know the story of the movie. 

In this research, the writer used Cinderella 2015 movie. This movie 

describes about American romantic fantasy film directed by Kenneth Branagh. It 

is with a screenplay written by Chris Weitz. The movie of Cinderella 2015 has 

already in a version of live – action where the characters played by the artist. The 
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story of movie is about Ella who was made as a maid by her stepmother. After her 

father passed away, her stepmother and step sister’s behavior become worse. Ella 

was made as a maid, and then she was renamed as Cinderella. One day, Ella met 

stranger dashing in the woods. She did not realize that the stranger was a prince. 

When, the palace sent an open invitation to all girls. Cinderella was hoping to 

meet the Prince again. 

Based on the short story above, the writer is interested to choose 

Cinderella 2015 movie in studying directive speech acts. Because, there are some 

reasons why the writer chooses this topic. First, there are some of directive acts 

which are used in characters of Cinderella movie. Second, directive is a kind of 

speech act that often used by speaker in daily conversation. The next reason is 

because directive speech acts are used to get more attention from listeners in 

communication that speaker uttered to make hearer to do something.  

In this research, the writer used the script of the movie Cinderella 2015 in 

analyzed and found the data by the script. It makes the writer to find the directive 

utterances in the movie. And also, the writer focuses on types of directive act and 

the context influence the types of directive speech act in analyzed. 

1.2 Identification of the Problem 

There are many ways to analyze movie, it can be analyzed by using 

linguistics or literature. Yet, the writer is interested in using linguistics to conduct 

the research especially in pragmatic. The writer chooses speech act theory to 

conduct the research as one of the theories in pragmatic. Speech act can be studied 

through different point of view, such as representatives, declaration, commissives, 
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expressive, and directives. The directive discusses about how is speech act which 

is used to get the hearer for doing something.  

1.3 Limitation of the Problem 

In this research, the writer limits the problems to be analyzed. The writer 

just limits speech act of directive which are found in Cinderella 2015 movie. It 

only focuses in analysing the types and context of directive speech act into 

requesting, suggesting, commanding, and asking that the writer found in 

Cinderella movie. 

1.4 Formulation of the Problem 

In this research, the writer formulates the problems into two research questions, as 

follow: 

1. What are the types of directive speech acts in Cinderella 2015 movie? 

2. What are the contexts influence the types of directive speech acts in 

Cinderella 2015 movie? 

1.5 Purpose of the research 

Based on the formulation of the problems above, the purposes of this research 

are: 

1. To find out the types of directive speech act in Cinderella 2015 movie. 

2. To explain the context that influences the types of directive speech act in the 

movie. 
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1.6 Significance of the Research 

The significance of this research is the writer expects that the result of this 

research can give contribution to linguistic field, especially for pragmatic 

approach that focus on the analysis of speech act of directive. The writer hopes 

that the result of this research can enrich the knowledge about Speech Act of 

Directive and able to understand how to identify directive appropriately. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


