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ABSTRACT 

 

 

Annisa Gustriza, 2017 : An analysis on Students’Ability in Transforming 

Direct Speech into Indirect Speech at The Firs 

Year Students of SMAN 3 Pariaman 

 

Advisors : 1.  Lailatul Husna, S.Pd,M.Pd 

 2. Fitrina Harmaini,S.S, M.A 

 

 The purpose of this study is to find out the students’ ability in 

transforming direct speech into indirect speech at the first year students of SMAN 

3 Pariaman. The sample of this study is 30 students taken randomly from the first 

year students of SMAN 3 Pariaman. The method used in this study was 

quantitative method and the technique used in this study was descriptive 

technique. In collecting the data, the grammar test is used in multiple choices 

form. The reliability index of grammar test was 0.59. It is classified as enough 

reliable. 

The result of this study showed that students’ ability in transforming direct 

speech into indirect speech was moderate with Mean was 26.7 and Standard 

Deviation was 4.5. It is indicated that 6 students had high ability (20%), 16 

students had moderate ability (53%) and 8 students had low ability (27%). In 

Simple Present Tense form, the students’ ability in transforming direct speech into 

indirect speech was moderate. 7 students had high ability (23%), 17 students had 

moderate ability (57%), and 6 students had low ability (20%). Students’ ability in 

transforming direct speech into indirect speech in Present Continuous Tense was 

moderate; 8 students had high ability (27%), 15students had moderate ability 

(50%), and 7 students had low ability (23%). 

In addition, students’ ability in transforming direct speech into indirect 

speech was moderate; 5 students had high ability (17%). 18 students had moderate 

ability (60%), and 7 students had low ability (23). It means that the first year 

students at SMAN 3 Pariaman had moderate ability in transforming direct speech 

into indirect speech. In conclusion, students’ ability in grammar should be 

improved in order that their ability was moderate. The students are suggested to 

do more practices in improving their grammar mastery especially in transforming 

direct speech and indirect speech. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

In this chapter, the researcher discusses the introduction. It consists of 

background of the problem, identification of the problem, limitation of the 

problem, formulation of the problem, research questions, thepurpose of the 

research, the significance of the research and definition of key terms. 

 

1.1 Background of the Problem 

  English has become the most popular language in the world, through the 

long road of its historical background. English is an international language that 

most widely used by society for communication and international contact 

nowadays people should have an adequate knowledge and good skills in English 

therefore mastering English language both oral written English actively is 

necessity for academic and global media communication requirement because it 

becomes compulsory for everyone who wants to compete against the globalization 

era. 

  When students learn English, they will learn language skill and language 

components. Grammar is one of English language components that must be learnt 

and understood by students. Besides, by learning grammar the students will know 

about system of language so they will be able to combine and build words into 

meaningful sentence. In addition, English language is the medium of instruction 

in teaching particular subject certain school. Grammar is defined as words put 

together to make correct sentences. It does not only affect how the unit of word 
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combine in order to make correct sentence but also affect their meaning, and the 

students will have a way to be able to speak, to read and to write English correctly 

so finally the students can create a good communication and interaction in English 

language actively both in oral or written English between each other in their lives. 

Grammar also influences reported speech. In understanding the reported 

speech, students have to understand grammar also because grammar is connected 

to all aspects of linguistics. Reported speech is commonly used to report what 

other people have said or thought without reporting the exact word.Withreported 

speech, one wishes to report the content of the original sources without necessary 

repeating sentences exactly as they were originally uttered. 

To report people’s word, thoughts and beliefs there are two main ways 

direct and indirect speech. Reported speech is found in newspaper report, fiction, 

talking or writing in conversation, report, article or speeches people have heard or 

read. By learning reported speech definitely students will be able to quote 

somebody word whether in direct and indirect speech and also the students will 

learn and understand the way to report speeches such as question, statements and 

commands 

The students should learn reported speech because it is one of the 

linguistic.Learning reported speech is not easy for many Indonesian students as it 

has already known that Indonesia language doesn’t have similar grammar such as 

in English grammar and they have many different aspects in grammatical form. Of 

course, by such differences, there are many difficulties will be faced by students 

when they learn reported speech. In reporting someone’s statement in English 

there are grammatical changes to make it correct and meaningful for example: 
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a. Mother said “Andi visits his uncle” (direct speech) 

b. Mother said that and visited his uncle (indirect speech) 

Based on example above, it can be seen that in transforming direct speech 

into indirect speech, there are some differences in the sentences such as using of 

tense and conjunction.That is why the students often make error when 

transforming direct speech into indirect speech or reported speech English. Based 

on informal interview with English teacher who teaches first year students at 

SMAN 3 Pariaman, many students had low ability in transforming direct speech 

into indirect speech because of the grammatical changes. 

The reported speech has had many changes based on tenses that are used 

by the speaker. Based on the description above, the writer would like to conduct a 

research on the students’ ability in transforming direct speech into indirect speech 

of the first year students of SMAN3 Pariaman. 

 

1.2 Identification of the Problem 

Direct speech is a report of the exact words used by the speaker or a 

writer. Direct speech is usually placed inside quotation marks and accompanied 

by reporting verb, signal phrase or quotative frame. Direct speech is one of the 

most dramatic means of conveying characters’ psychological and ideological 

point of views. (Richard Nordquist: 2017) 

Indirect speech is a kind of structure that can make speakers words as a 

part of a reporter sentence by using conjunction, changing pronouns, tenses and 

other word where necessary then. Sergeant (2007) states that indirect speech is 

reporting what someone says without using their exact words. 
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In transforming direct speech into indirect speech, students must be 

understood the grammar well. Through grammar, students can transform direct 

speech into indirect speech correctly and they know the tenses. When transforms 

direct speech into indirect speech, the statement states in present form and 

changes into the past form. 

 

1.3 Limitation of the Problem 

This research is limited to the analysis ofstudent’s ability in transforming 

direct speech into indirect speech. This research is focused on the first year 

students of SMAN3 Pariaman. This research would be done in the second 

semester. Furthermore, grammar deals with tenses, auxiliary, conjunction, and 

adverb of time. 

 

1.4 Formulation of the Problem 

Based on the limitation of the problem, this research formulates the 

problem as follow “how is the ability of the first year students of SMAN 3 

Pariaman in transforming direct speech into indirect speech? 

 

1.5 Research Questions 

Regarding to the formulation of the problem, the research questions can be 

stated as follow: 

1. How is the students’ ability in transforming direct speech into indirect 

speech in simple present tense? 

2. How is the students’ ability in transforming direct speech into indirect 

speech in present continuous tense? 
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3. How is the students’ ability in transforming direct speech into indirect 

speech in present perfect tense? 

 

1.6 Purposes of the Research 

Purpose of this research is to find out the students’ ability in transforming 

direct speech into indirect speech at the first year students of SMAN 3 Pariaman. 

The specific purposes of this research are as follow: 

1. To find out students’ ability in transforming direct speech into indirect 

speech in simple present tense. 

2. To find out students’ ability in transforming direct speech into indirect 

speech in present continuous tense. 

3. To find out students’ ability in transforming direct speech into indirect 

speech in present perfect tense. 

 

1.7 Definition of Key Terms 

To avoid misunderstanding of key terms used in this research,the 

researcher provides their definition as the followings: 

1. Grammar is the structure or system in a language. 

2. Ability is students’ capability to transform direct speech into indirect 

speech. 

3. Direct speech is when we report what someone says by repeating. 

4. Indirect or reported speech is when we give the same meaning of what 

someone says without repeating. 

 


