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ABSTRACT

Hadiyanti , Kurnia(2017) :TheCorrelation between Students’ Vocabulary
mastery and their Learning Motivation toward their Reading
Ability toComprehendNarrative Text at Bung Hatta University.

Advisors  : 1. Adzanil Prima Septy, Ph.D.

2. Khairul Harha, M.Sc.

This research was aimed to find out a correlation between students’
vocabulary mastery and their learning motivation toward theirreading ability to
comprehend narrative text of the third year students at Bung Hatta University .
The hypothesis of this research was that there was a significant correlation
between students’ Vocabulary mastery and their learning motivation toward their
reading ability to comprehend narrative text at Bung Hatta University.

The number of population was 52 students. There were distributed into
two classes; A and B. The researcher usedtotal sampling technique.The researcher
gathered the data by using questionnaire to measure students’ motivation,
vocabulary mastery test to measure students’ vocabulary mastery and reading test
to measure students’ ability to comprehend narrative text. To analyze, the data the
researcher used the Person Product Moment Formula and Double Correlation
Formula.

After analyzing the data, the researcher found that the values of coefficient
of three variables was 0.45 and f- counted was 22.3 and the degree of freedom (df)
n-k-1 (18 ), value of f- table was 3.55 (see appendix 26). It means that f- counted
(22,3 ) was smaller that f- table (3.55). Therefore, the relationship between three
variables, vocabulary, motivation and  comprehend was not significant. It means
that the alternative hypothesis stating “:There is a significant correlation between
students’ vocabulary mastery  and their learning motivation toward theirreading
ability to comprehend narrative text at the third year students’ of Bung Hatta
University”

Learning from the result, there was no significant correlationbetween
students’ vocabulary mastery and learning motivation toward their reading ability
comprehend narrative text at Bung Hatta University.
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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

In this chapter, the researcher discusses about the background of the

problem, the identification of the problem, the limitation of the problem, the

formulation of the problem, hypothesis, the purpose of the research, the

significance of the research, and the definition of the key terms.

1.1 The Background of the Problem

According to Khamkhien (2010: 757), English has increasingly become a

medium of communication around the world along with economic globalization

nowdays. As a result, English has become popular in many countries in the world

since many years ago. In Indonesia, English has been a part of subject in

education curriculum.

English is one of the foreign languages taught in Indonesia. It is taught

from High School until university levels. The goal of the teaching English is to

develop students’ communicative competence and skills. The ability to

communicate is divided into four language skills; namely listening, speaking,

reading, and writing which are used to reach the literacy and supporting the

competence.

Reading is a skill which is purposed to derive the meaning and make a

sense from the text.  AsGrabe in Badri (2014:225) states that reading is the ability

to draw information from a text and combine it with information and expectations

that the reader already has. It means that when the students read the text, they

must be expected to be able to decode and comprehend the text by combining the
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information that they already have related to the text and the information from the

text.

Reading comprehension is a process of understanding the text to get some

information from the text. As stated by Hill (2011:62), comprehension is the

ability to take information, analyze it in its respective segments, and come up with

an understanding input in a cohesive and accurate manner. It means that reading

comprehension is a process of taking, analyzing and understanding information

from the text accurately.

According to syllabus learned by the students in Bung Hatta, the reading

text is divided into some genres. They are anecdote, analytical exposition,

descriptive, explanation, hortatory exposition, narrative, recount, report,

procedure, discussion, review, spoof, and news item.

One of the text genres that is taught at the second grade is narrative text.

According to Sallabaş (2013: 59), narrative is a fictional type of text which tells

about an event (or some events) that happened to a person (or a group of people)

as if a writer lives with (in) main characters. There are three elements of narrative

text; social function, generic structure and language feature.

Since reading comprehension is one of most functionable skill which

should be mastered by the students, the teacher should encourage the students to

learn it. Encouraging students can be done in several ways. One of them is

motivation. As stated by Odera (2011:203), motivation is an essential aspect of

teaching and learning. Without motivation, learning any language first or second

would be difficult and perhaps impossible. It means that by having motivation the

students can be successful in learning language especially in reading. This theory



UNIVERSITAS BUNG HATTA

is also supported by Vacca and Vacca in Hasanah (2013:17). They call that for

instruction, not only underscores the importance the students’ growth in

conceptual knowledge, their use of comprehension strategies, and social

interaction in the classroom but also students’ motivation.

Vocabulary mastery is another aspect that probably have relationship with

reading ability. According to Linse (2005: 121), vocabulary is the collection of

words that an individual knows. It is impossible for the students to listen, speak,

read, and write a foreign language without having motivation and enough

knowledge of the vocabulary as well.

Based on explanation above, the researcher was eager to know whether

there is a significant positive correlation between vocabulary mastery and learning

motivation toward their readingcomprehension on narrative. Therefore,she was

interested in conducting a study about it, entitled “The Correlation between The

Students’ Vocabulary Mastery and Their Learning Motivation Toward Their

Reading Ability to Comprehend Narrative at Bung Hatta University.

1.2 Identification of the Problem

There are some kinds of language components,and one of them is

vocabulary.Vocabulary is important in language because it is a part of language

components in processing the four basic language skills. If someone does not

master in vocabulary , it is impossible for her to process the four basic language

skills.

Motivation is an essential condition of learning. According to Hasanah

(2013:12), motivation is an effort to engage student so they will gain the aims of

the learning. Sardiman in Hasanah(2013:12) classifies motivation into two kinds.
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They are Intrinsic motivation (comes from inside of the students), and Extrinsic

motivation (comes from outside of the students).

According to Hill (2011: 62), reading comprehension is the ability to take

in information, analyze it in its respective segments, and come up with an

understanding of the input in a cohesive and accurate manner. The comprehension

levels of reading are: literal, interpretive, applied and appreciative.

Narrative is a fictional type of text which tells about an event (or some

events) that happened to a person (or a group of people) as if a writer lives with

(in) main characters (Sallabas, 2013:59).

1.3Limitation of the Problem

Based on the identification of the problem above, the researcher limited

her study the correlation between students’ vocabularymastery and their learning

motivationtowardtheir reading ability tocomprehensionnarrative at Bung Hatta

University..Furtherly, motivation deals with internal and external factors which

influence students’ reading comprehension, vocabulary mastery covers text to

linguistic schemata, formal schemata and content schemata

1.4 Formulation of the Problem

In accordance with limitation of the problem, the problem of this research is

formulated as follows:“To what extent is there any significant correlation

between students’ vocabulary mastery and learning motivation toward their

reading ability to comprehend narrative text at Bung Hatta University ?

1.5 Research Questions
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Based on the formulation of problems above, the researcher formulated the

spesificquestions of this study as follows :

1. How is the vocabulary mastery of the third years students’ of english

department of Bung Hatta University?

2. How is the learning motivation of the third years students’of Bung

HattaUniversity ?

3. How is the reading ability to comprehend narrative text of the third years

students’ Bung Hatta University ?

4. How is the correlation of vocabulary mastery and learning motivation

toward reading ability of the the third years students’ at Bung Hatta

University

1.6 Hypotheses

The hypotheses of this study were formulated as follows:

a. Alternative hyphotheses

(Ha1) : There is a significant correlation between students’ vocabulary mastery

and their reading ability comprehend narrative text.

(Ha2) : There is a significant correlation between students’ learning motivation

and their reading ability to comprehend narrative text.

(Ha3) : There is a significant correlation between vocabulary mastery and learming

motivation
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(Ha4) :There is a significant correlation between students’ vocabulary mastery

and theirlearning motivation toward theirreading ability to comprehend narrative

text at the third year students’ of Bung Hatta University.

b. Null hypothesis:

(Ho1) : There is no significant correlation between students’ vocabulary mastery

and their reading ability to comprehend narrative text of Bung Hatta University.

(Ho2) : There is no significant correlation between students’ learning motivation

and their reading ability to comprhend narrative text of Bung Hatta University.

(Ho3) : There is no significant correlation between students’ vocabulary mastery

and students’ leaning motivation of Bung Hatta University.

(Ho4) :There is no significant correlation between students’ vocabulary mastery

and learning motivation toward reading their ability to comprehend narrative text

of Bung Hatta University.

1.7 Purposes of the Research

In general, the purpose of the this research wasto find out the correlation

between students’ vocabulary mastery and their learning motivation toward their

reading ability to comprehend narrative text at Bung Hatta University. In

particular, the purposes of this study are as follows :

1) To identify the vocabulary mastery of the third year students at Bung

Hatta University.
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2) To identify the learning motivation of the third year students at Bung

Hatta University.

3) To identify the reading ability to find generic structure of the third year

students at Bung Hatta University.

4) To find out whether the correlation between students’ vocabulary

mastery and reading ability to find generic structure in narrative text is

significant or not.

5) To find out whether the correlation between the students’ learning

motivation and their reading ability to comprehend narrative text is

significant or not

6) To find out whether the correlation between the students’ vocabulary

mastery and students’ learning motivation is significant or not

7) To find out whether the correlation between the vocabulary mastery and

their learning motivation toward their reading ability to find generic

structure in narrative text is significant or not.

1.8 Significance of the Research

The researcher hopes this research can give advantages to English teacher,

students,and further research. For English teachers, they know whethere there is

significant correlation between students’ vocabulary mastery and their learning

motivation toward their reading ability to comprehend in narrative text. She also

hopes that this research can be an input for the English teachers in teaching the

students about vocabulary mastery, their learning motivation,and in teaching

reading to find generic structure in narrative text. For students, they get

information from this research about the ability in vocabulary, learning motivation
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and reading. The last for the next researcher, this study can be reference to other

study that relates to vocabulary, learning motivation, and reading ability.

1.9 Definition of the Key Terms

In this research, the researcher used some key terms that relateto the main

point this reseach. To avoid misunderstanding of the key terms, the researcher

defines them as the following :

1. Correlation design provides an opportunity to explain the relationship

among variables (Creswell,2012 : 336).

2. Vocabulary mastery is the ability of the students to know parts of

vocabulary such as synonym, antonym, and meaning in context.

(Wikipedia,2016).

3. Students’ motivation is the internal and external condition of the students

which motivates them to do something especially in reading.

4. Motivation refers to reasons that underlie behavior that is characterized by

willingness and volition (Lai : 2011).

5. Narrative text is a story with complication or problematic events and it tries

to find the resolutions to solve the problems.


