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ABSTRACT 

Istivania,  Nadya Rosa. 2016. An Analysis of Grammatical Errors Made by 

Students in Doing Conversation Using Expression of Agreement and 

Disagreement at MTsN Parak Laweh. 

Advisors :  

1. Dra Ernati,  M.Pd 

 

 2. Dr. H. Welya Roza, M.Pd 

The purpose of this research was to find out grammatical errors made by 

the students of MTsN Parak Laweh in doing conversation using expression of 

agreement and disagreement. The design of this research was descriptive research. 

The population of this research was the second grade students at MTsN Parak 

Laweh. The total number of population was 234 students. The researcher used 

convenience sampling as the technique of the sampling. Thirty of students were 

taken as a sample of the research. The instrument used to collect the data of this 

research was speaking test in form of conversation. The coefficient correlation of 

the test was 0,85 that means the test was reliable. 

Based on the result of data analysis, it was found that there were four types 

of grammatical errors that the students made. They are omission errors (70%), 

addition errors (33,33%), misordering errors (53,33%), and misformation errors 

(73,33%). There were four types of omission errors that the students made. They 

are omission of be (50%), omission of article (30%), omission of preposition 

(10%), and omission of verb (3,33%). In addition errors, there were two types of 

addition errors that the students made, they are addition of plural form (10%)  and 

addition of be (20%). There was one type of misordering error that the students 

made, it was misordering of adjective (50%). In addition, there were two types of 

misformation errors that the students made, they are misformation of be (40%) 

and misformation of verb (33,33%). 

Based on those findings above, it could be concluded that most 

grammatical errors made by students in doing conversation using expression of 

agreement and disagreement was misformation errors especially in misformation 

of be. The teacher were suggested to minimize the students‟ errors by giving more 

exercises about the use of be and give the students more practice of conversation 

in front of the class so they can improve their speaking skill. The researcher 

suggested to the students to pay more attention about the use of be and know 

much about grammar and the use of it so they can be aware of making 

grammatical errors. 

Keyword : Grammatical Error, conversation, expression of agreement and 

disagreement 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

In this chapter, the researcher discusses the background of the problem, 

the identification of the problem, limitation of the problem, formulation of the 

problem, research questions, the purposes of the research, the significance of the 

research, and the definition of key terms.  

1.1 Background of the problem 

English is an important language that should be studied by students. 

Students do not only learn how to write in English but also how to speak. In 

Indonesia, English is considered as the first foreign language and taught formally 

from Junior High School up to the university level. In school curriculum, English 

subjects is taught including four skills, llistening, speaking, reading and writing. 

In fact the speaking skill of junior high school students is still low, more over the 

diction is still poor. 

According to Mc. Donough and Christopher (2003:12) speaking is an 

interactive process of meaning construction that involves producing and receiving 

and processing information. Speaking is the productive skill. It cannot be 

separated from listening. When we speak, we produce the ideas to communicate 

with others and it should be meaningful. In the nature of communication, we can 

find the speaker, the listener, the message and the feedback.  
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Students especially Junior High School students practice conversation in  

the English subject in Junior High School. Conversation is a progression of 

exchanges among participants. Each participants has a “learning system”, that is, a 

system that changes internally as a consequence of experience. This highly 

complex type of interaction is also quite powerful, for conversation, it means by 

which existing knowledge is conveyed and new knowledge is generated. There 

are some kinds of expressions used in conversation. They are expression of 

agreement and disagreement, asking, giving, and rejecting help, asking and giving 

opinions, like and dislike, etc. 

Expression of agreement and disagreement is an expression to show 

whether we agree or disagree about something. This kind of expression used to 

respond a statement, plan, or even an opinion from someone about something. In 

this expression people usually say “I agree” or “I disagree”. Those expressions are 

used whether in conversation or speaking. 

In practicing conversation, the students should pay attention to the 

grammar of the language. Grammar is one of the language components that is 

needed in the speaking skill. According to Swan (2005:xix) grammar is the rules 

that show how words are combined, arranged, or changed to show certain kinds of 

meaning.  
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Based on the researcher‟s informal interview on Saturday, January 23rd 

2016 with one of the English teachers at Junior High School at MTsN Parak 

Laweh, the teacher said that when the students practice conversation in front the 

class they cannot do it well and they have some mistake in their speaking, 

especially grammar mistakes.  

Based on the explanation above, the researcher was interested in 

conducting a research entitled “An Analysis of Grammatical Errors Made by 

Students in Doing Conversation Using Expression of Agreement and 

Disagreement at MTsN Parak Laweh Padang”. 

1.2 The Identification of the Problem 

 In learning English, there are four skills that students must learn in order to 

understand English itself. The four skills are listening, speaking, reading and 

writing. Most of students find difficulties to speak in English. It‟s becaused they 

don‟t understand how to speak in correct grammar. 

 There are some kinds of expressions used in conversation that the students 

learn in english subject at second grade of junior High School. They are 

expressions of asking, giving, and rejecting help, admitting and denying a fact, 

asking, giving, and rejecting items, asking and giving opinions, expressing 

agreement and disagreement, accepting and declining an invitation, 

congratulations and compliment, asking, giving, and declining opinions, asking 

and giving agreement, asking, giving, and rejecting help, asking, offering, giving, 

and rejecting an item, and asking, giving, and denying information.  
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 Expression of agreement and disagreement is one of expressions that is 

learned by students. This expression shows an opinion to agree or disagree about 

something. It can be used to respond a statement, plan, or even an opinion from 

someone about something. A common expression of this conversation is “I agree” 

or “I disagree”.  

 In doing a conversation, students usually use simple present tense because 

they talked about present activities. They talk in simple sentence. There would be 

some considerations in speaking. They are content, grammar, vocabulary, 

pronunciation and fluency. 

Grammar in speaking is important to be considered. The problem is when 

the students speak they often speak in wrong grammar because they do not 

understand the grammar itself. Students also have a problem in their vocabulary 

or their pronunciation when they are speaking to someone but they had a big 

problem in their grammar. They make errors because they do not understand the 

concept of grammar in conversation. These errors called the grammatical error. 

There are four types of grammatical errors. They are omission error, addition 

error, misordering error and misformation error. 

The example of omission error is like “I sure I agree”. In that sentence, 

there is omission of be after subject “I”. The correct sentence is “I‟m sure I 

agree”. Another example of omission error is omission of plurality. Some students 

speak like this “I buy three apple”. They forget to put an “s” in the word apple to 

show the plural form of apple where it must be “I buy three apples”. 
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The example of addition error is on a sentence like “ I get a books for my 

father”. Here, the error is the addition of plurality “s” where the book is one and 

plurality “s” is not needed. The sentence should be “I get a book for my father”. 

Another example that happen is the addition error of be. Some students put be in 

verbal sentence like this “I am do the homework”. The correct sentence is “I do 

the homework”. 

Misordering error often occur like “We need a pen red”. The error is the 

misordering of word red where it should put before the word pen. It should be 

“We need a red pen”.Another misordering errors that often occur is misordering 

of verb. The example is “ They together come to school”. The error is the 

misordering of the verb come. The corrrect sentence is “They come to school 

together”. 

Misformation error can be seen from a sentence like this “ They is my 

friends”. This is the misformation of be where the "be for the subject “they” is 

“are”. The correct sentence is “They are my friends”. Another example of 

misformation error is the misformation of verb. The example of this error is in a 

sentence like this “I calling my sister”. Here, the verb must be “call”. This is 

because the sentence is in the present form. The  correct sentence is “I call my 

sister”. 

Students make mistakes in creating a sentence when they are practicing in 

front of the class. It can be addition of be in verbal sentence or it can be wrong in 

subject verb agreement. This error is a common error made by students. 
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1.3 The Limitation of the Problem 

Based on the identification above, the researcher limited this study on the 

grammatical errors in omission, addition, misformation, and misordering error in 

doing conversation using expression of agreement and disagreement made by 

students of MTsN Parak Laweh. The researcher did the research on second grade 

students of MTsN Parak Laweh because they had learned about conversation 

especially conversation of agreement and disagreement.  

1.4 Formulation of the problem 

The formulation of the problem in this research was stated in the form of 

the question below:  

 “What types of grammatical errors were made by students of MTsN Parak 

Laweh in doing conversation using expression of agreement and disagreement?” 

1.5 Research questions 

Based on the formulation of the problem above, the researcher elaborated 

the problem of this research as follow: 

1. What types of omission errors were made by the students at MTsN Parak 

Laweh in doing conversation using expression of agreement and 

disagreement? 

2. What types of addition errors were made by the students at MTsN Parak 

Laweh in doing conversation using expression of agreement and 

disagreement? 
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3. What types of misordering errors were made by the students at MTsN 

Parak Laweh in doing conversation using expression of agreement and 

disagreement? 

4. What types of misformation errors were made by the students at MTsN 

Parak Laweh in doing conversation using expression of agreement and 

disagreement? 

1.6 The Purposes of the Research 

 In general, the purpose of the research is to find out grammatical errors 

made by the students of MTsN Parak Laweh in  doing conversation using 

expression of agreement and disagreement. The spesific purposes are: 

1. To find out the types of omission errors made by the students at MTsN 

Parak Laweh in  doing conversation using expression of agreement and 

disagreement 

2. To find out the types of addition errors made by the students at MTsN 

Parak Laweh in  doing conversation using expression of agreement and 

disagreement 

3. To find out the types of misordering error made by the students at MTsN 

Parak Laweh in  doing conversation using expression of agreement and 

disagreement 

4. To find out the types of misformation errors made by the students at 

MTsN Parak Laweh in  doing conversation using expression of agreement 

and disagreement 
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1.7 Significance of the Research  

 This study would be useful for teachers and students. The teachers know 

the common grammatical errors that were made by the student in doing a 

conversation. Student can learn from their mistakes and for their practice they 

won‟t talk in wrong sentence. It would help them in conversation. 

1.8 The Definition of Key Terms 

In order to avoid misunderstanding conceptual terms, the researcher 

defined the key terms as follows:  

1. Grammar is the rule that descibe the structure of the language that should 

be learned in order to communicate well. 

2. Error is mistake which the students cannot be corrected by themeselves. 

3. Speaking is the way to communicate among people using verbal and non 

verbal language to share ideas and feelings. 

4. Conversation is a joint activity in which two or more participants use 

linguistic forms and nonverbal signals to communicate interactively. 

5. Grammatical error is a kind of error that happened when the student speak 

and obey the rules of the grammar. 

6. Omission errors is errors characterized by the absence of an item that must 

appear in a well-formed utterance. 

7. Addition errors is errors characterized by the presence of an item which 

must not appear in a well-formed utterance. 

8. Misformation errors is errors characterized by the use of the wrong form 

of the morphemes or structure. 
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9. Misordering errors is errors characterized by the incorrect placement of a 

morpheme or group of morphemes in an utterance. 

10. Expression of agreement and disagreement is a kind of expression on how 

we ask and give an opinion to someone wheteher we agree or disagree 

about something. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


