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ABSTRACT

Syahrul, Annisa Utami. 2017 “An Analysis of the Second Year Students’ Grammatical
Errors in Transforming Affirmative into Negative and
Interrogative Sentences of Simple Past Tense at SMP Bunda
Padang

Advisors: 1. Lailatul Husna, S.Pd, M.Pd
2. Dr. H. Welya Roza, M.Pd

The purpose of this research was to find out the grammatical errors made
by thesecond grade students at SMP Bunda Padang in transforming affirmative
sentences into negativeand interrogative sentences of simple present tense.
Descriptive method was used as the design ofthis research. The population of this
research was the second grade students atSMP Bunda Padang academic year
2016/2017 (24 students).

The researcher used total sampling technique to select the sample. The
total number of sample was 24 students (classVIII). The researcher used inter-
rater method to know the reliability of the test. The coefficient correlation of
testwas .99 (see Appendix 14). It was categorized as very high. The test was valid
in terms of contentvalidity.

Generally, the result of analyzing data showed that the second grade
studentsmade four types of errors (omission, addition, misinformation, and
misordering). It wasproved by the fact that there were (15%) omission, (19%)
addition, (37%) misformation and (39%) misordering errors in transforming
affirmative sentences intonegative and interrogative sentences (see Appendix 15),

Based on the results, the researcher gives suggestions to both teachers and
students. Theteachers are suggested to pay more attention to students’ errors, and
find out the better way when they study about transformingaffirmative sentences
into negative and interrogative sentences form. For the students’, they shouldstudy
and pay more attention to the rules (grammar) in transforming affirmative
sentencesto negative and interrogative sentences, and for further.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

In this chapter, the researcher discusses the introduction. They were
background of the problem, identification of the problem, limitation of the
problem, formulation of the problem, research question, purposes of the study,

significance of the study, and definition of the key terms.

1.1 The Background of The Problem

English is an important language in the world. Nowadays, English had
become international language and also as the second language in many countries
such as Malaysia, Singapore, Canada, Dutch, Africa, and many others. As an
international language, English used to communicate among the people from
different countries and different language background all over the world. English

used as a foreign language in Indonesia. Besides that, it was also as one of the
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subject that should be learnt at school. Our government tried to improve students’
abilities by including English language in our national curriculum. English
generally has been learned by students since they were in junior high school until
college or university. They focused on mastering four language skill, they were
listening, speaking, reading and writing. According to Wallace (2004:7) writing,
speaking and listening are communication skills that important in all subject areas
in the curriculum

The major purpose of teaching English in Indonesian school was to develop
the students’ ability to use English language correctly and communicatively.
To use English, student should pay attention to the four basic language skills,
they were listening, speaking, reading, and writing. All of these language skills
were interconnected, so we must understand them very well. English language
also had language components they were, vocabulary, pronunciation, and
structure of grammar.
Grammar is one of language components. All languages have grammar, and each
language has its own grammar. Grammar was a difficult subject for the students
because English has sixteen tenses namely; simple present, present continuous,
present perfect, present perfect continuous, simple past tense, past continuous,
past perfect, past perfect continuous, simple future, future continuous, future
perfect tense, future perfect continuous, future past, future past continuous, future
past perfect, and future past perfect continuous. And each of the tenses have their

own structure so that make the students confused and hard to memorized them
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well, such as verb 1, verb 2, verb 3 and be to determine present, past, and future

events.

Simple past tense is a tense used to tell past activities.According to Werner
and Nelson (2007:29) simple past tense described action or situation that began
and ended in the past. It meant when we talk about the activities that we did in the
past we use simple past tense. In Simple past tense we use verb 2, and there are
two kinds of verb they were irregular and regular verb. Irregular verbs were verbs
that do not follow the rules for what verbs supposed to look and sound like in the
past tense. Regular verbs were easy to find in the past tense because they end with
the letters “ed. In junior high school, students have learnt about tenses since the
first year. The tenses were simple present tense, simple past tense and simple
future tense. According to KTSP curriculum, the students specifically learnt about
simple past tense in the second year or eight grades. They learn simple past tense
from recount text.

Based on the researcher’s informal interview with some students, they studied
English from present form until past form. The researcher found that many
students still had difficulties in simple past tense specially in transforming
affirmativeinto negative and interrogative sentences. They were still confused or
did not understand about the tenses formula, and because of those difficulties they
often made some grammatical errors.

Based on the description above, the researcher interested in conducting a study

entitled “An Analysis of the Second Year Students’ Grammatical Errors in
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Transforming Affirmative into Negative and Interrogative Sentences of Simple
Past Tense at SMP Bunda Padang ™.
1.2 The Identification of the Problem

In learning English, there were four skills that the students should learn. They
were listening, speaking, reading and writing. Writing is one of four skills that
should be mastered by students. The students asked to produce their English in
written form. According to Oshima and Hogue (1991: 155-162) there are basically
four kinds of sentences in English: simple, compound, complex, and compound
complex sentences. Simple sentence is one dependent clause for example; [ enjoy
playing tennis last week. Compound sentence is two or more independent clauses
for example; I enjoy tennis but I hate golf. Complex sentence contains one
independent clause and one (or more) dependent clause(s) for example; / like the
book that you bought yesterday. Compound complex sentence is a combination of
two or more independent clauses and one (or more) dependent clauses for
example; while he was cleaning the kitchen, he found a lot of expired food, but he
did not get rid of it immediately.
In junior high school the students learnt English from simple present tense to
simple past tense, and the students still had some grammatical errors in simple
past tense especially in sentence formula There were affirmative, negative, and
interrogative sentences in simple past tense. First, affirmative sentence is a
sentence that used to express positive situation for example, [ woke up at 5 a.m
yesterday. Second, negative sentence told us what someone or something did not

have or negative meaning, for example; She did not buy a book. And the third,
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interrogative sentence is a sentence to aska question and get information. It always
ended with a question mark. It can be in the form of yes/no questions and WH-
questions, for example; Did they go to the market?OrWhen did you buy this
novel?

There are four types of grammatical error. They were omission, addition,
misformation, and misordering. According to Dulayet.al (1982:155-162)
omission errors are characterized by the absence of an item that must appear in a
well-formed utterance. Addition errors are characterized by the presence of an
item which must not appear in a well-formed utterance. Misformation errors are
characterized by the use of the wrong form of the morpheme or structure.
Misordering errors are characterized by the incorrect placement of a morpheme
or groups of morphemes in an utterance.

1.3 The Limitation of the Problem

Based on the identification of problem, the researcher limited her research to find
out grammatical errors that made by the second year students’ in transforming
affirmative sentences to negative and interrogative sentences of simple past tense
at SMP Bunda Padang. As stated above there were four types of sentences, they
were simple, compound, complex, and compound complex sentences, and the
researcher chose simple sentence in this research. There were four types of
grammatical error they were omission, addition, misformation, and misordering.
The researcher decided to choose all of them and for the sentence, there were
many form of sentences, namely: affirmative, negative, interrogative, declarative,

imperative, and exclamatory sentences and the researcher decided to choose
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affirmative, negative, and interrogative sentences (Yes/No and WH Question) for
interrogative sentences the researcher choose Yes/No Question.
1.4 The Formulation of the Problem

The researcher formulated the general problem as followed “What types of
grammatical errors are made by the second year students in transforming
affirmative into negative and interrogative sentences of simple past tense at SMP

Bunda Padang?”

1.5 The Research Question
Based on the formulation of problem above, the researcher proposes the specific
questions as followed:

1. What types of grammatical errors are made by the second year
students of SMP Bunda Padang in transforming affirmative
sentences into negative sentences?

2. What types of grammatical errors are made by the second year
students of SMP Bunda Padang in transforming affirmative

sentences into interrogative sentences?

1.6 The Purpose of the Study
Based on the research question above, in general the purpose of this study was to

find out grammatical errors that made by the second year students’ at SMP Bunda
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Padang in transforming affirmative sentences to negative and interrogative
sentences of simple past tense. Specifically this study has purposed as followed:

1. To find out types of grammatical errors made by the second year
students of SMP Bunda Padang in transforming affirmative
sentences into negative sentences?

2. To find out types of grammatical errors are made by the second
year students of SMP Bunda Padang in transforming affirmative

sentences into interrogative sentences?

1.7 The Significance of the Study

The result of this study expected to improve the achievement in English language
teaching especially grammar. For the students, they know their errors in grammar
especially in transforming affirmative into negative and interrogative sentences of
simple past tense. It can be an input for them to overcome the errors that they had.
For English teacher, it gave information about the students’ errors in transforming
affirmative into negative and interrogative sentences of simple past tense and it
can be considered as an input for them to find out the better way of teaching
simple past tense. For the researcher, it was useful to increase the knowledge in
doing a research and report it in future.

1.8 The Definition of Key Term

In order to avoid misunderstanding in this research, the researcher gave the

definition of the terms that used in this research:
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10.

11.

Grammatical error is all errors made by the students in transforming
affirmative to negative and interrogative sentences of simple past tense.
Simple past tense is tenses that used to express situation in the past time.
Affirmative sentence is a sentence that used to express positive situation.
Negative sentence is a sentence that used to express negative situation.
Interrogative sentence is a sentence that used to express a question.
omission errors are an item that must appear in a well-formed utterance.
Addition errors are the presence of an item which must not appear in a
well-formed utterance.

Misformation errors are the use of the wrong form of the morpheme or
structure.

Misordering errors are the incorrect placement of a morpheme or groups of
morphemes in an utterance.

Transforming affirmative into negative sentence is changing positive
sentence into negative sentence in simple past tense form.

Transforming affirmative into interrogative sentence is changing positive

sentence into interrgative sentence in simple past tense form.
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