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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS 

There are two points in this chapter. They are conclusions and suggestions. 

1.1 Conclusion 

 Based on the results of data analysis that have been discussed in the previous 

chapter, the researcher makes some conclusions about the third-year students’ 

ability to answer structure and written expression of TOEFL-like test at the 

Department of Primary School Teacher Education of Bung Hatta University as 

follows:  

1. In general, third-year students have low ability to answer structure and written 

expression of TOEFL-like test at the Department of Primary School Teacher 

Education of Bung Hatta University. The data indicated that 90% of students 

had low ability. In detail, 0 (0%) students had excellent ability, 3 (7.5%) 

students had good ability, 1 (2.5%) students had good ability, and 36 (90%) 

students had low ability to answer structure and written expression of TOEFL-

like test. 

2. The third-year students’ ability to answer structure and written expression of 

TOEFL-like test in subject-verb agreement was low. It was supported by the 

fact that 34 (85%) students had low ability 

3. The third-year students’ ability to answer structure and written expression of 

TOEFL-like test in object of prepositions was low. It was proved by the fact 

that there were 36 (90%) students had low ability. 
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4. The third-year students’ ability to answer structure and written expression of 

TOEFL-like test in present participle was still low. It was represented by the 

fact that 34 (85%) students had low ability. 

5. The third-year students’ ability to answer structure and written expression of 

TOEFL-like test in past participle was low. It was proved by the fact that 33 

(82.5%) students had low ability 

1.2 Suggestions 

Based on the conclusions above, the writer would like to give several 

suggestions: 

1. To the lecturers 

Since the students had low ability to answer structure and written expression 

of TOEFL-like test in the form of subject-verb agreement, object of 

prepositions, present participle, and past participle,  the lecturers should focus 

on boosting the students’ motivation and bridging language gaps by 

incorporating culturally relevant materials, setting clear goals, using bilingual 

resources, making learning interactive, and encouraging peer collaboration. 

Then they should also provide more examples when teaching structure and 

written expression of TOEFL. In addition, they must provide more exercises 

to students at least twice a month so that the students are familiar with the 

structure and written expression of TOEFL-like test. 

2. To the students 

The students are expected to enhance their motivation by achieving goals in 

taking the TOEFL, engaging with English through topics of interest, using 
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bilingual resources to bridge the language gap, and consistently practicing to 

achieve the TOEFL. In addition, the students should pay attention to the 

lecturers’ explanation about structure and written expression of TOEFL-like 

in subject-verb agreement, object of prepositions, present participle, and past 

participle. The researcher also suggests the students do more exercises to 

answer those types of questions since they have low ability to answer 

structure and written expression of TOEFL-like test. 

3. To the future researchers 

Further researchers are suggested to explore strategies that enhance 

motivation through culturally relevant materials, the effectiveness of 

bilingual education, and the role of interactive and collaborative learning 

methods. It is also suggested to further researchers to find out the cause of the 

students’ problems in any sections of TOEFL especially in the structure and 

written expressions section of the TOEFL test, and conduct a related study to 

overcome the students’ problems in any section of the TOEFL test. 

 

 

  



51 

UNIVERSITAS BUNG HATTA 

REFERENCES 

Airin, J., & Power, T. E. (2018). Top Score TOEFL Boaster (Time Redaksi FE (ed.)). 

Buku Edukasi. Yogyakarta: Forum Edukasi 

 

Akmal, S., Rasyid, M. N. A., Masna, Y., & Soraya, C.N. (2020). EFL learners’ 

Difficulties in the Structure and Written Expression Section of the TOEFL 

Test in an Indonesian University. Englisia, 7(2), 164-193. 

https://doi.org/10.22373/ej.v7i2.6472 

 

Alek, Farkhan, M., Nurlia, V., & Hausca, G. M. (2019). University Students’ 

Perception of TOEFL as a Graduation Requirement: A Case in UIN Syarif 

Hidayatullah Jakarta. ELITE Journal: Journal of English Linguistics, 

Literature, and Education, 1(1), 51-63. 

https://www.elitejournal.org/index.php/ELITE  

Anggraini, R., Juliana, J., Syafitri, C.D., & Hutagalung, F. A. (2023). English 

Students’ Difficulties on TOEFL Test; A Case Study. Jurnal Scientia, 

12(03), 3912-3922 

Anjayani, P., & Suprapto. (2022). An Error Analysis of the Use of Prepositions in 

Students’ Writing of the Eleventh Grade Students of SMA Negeri 9 

Semarang. Journal of English Language Teaching, 5(2), 1-6. 

http://journal.unnes.ac.id/sju/index.php/elt 

Arikunto, S. (2015). Dasar-dasar Evaluasi Pendidikan (2nd ed.). Jakarta: PT Bumi 

Aksara. 

 

Atmawardoyo, H (2018). Research Methods in TEFL Studies: Descriptive 

Research, Case Study, Error Analysis, and R & D. Journal of Language 

Teaching and Research, 9(1), 197-204. https://doi.org/10.1750/jltr.0901.25 

 

Badu, H. (2020). Students’ Ability in Reading TOEFL. Jambura Journal of English 

Teaching and Literature, 1(2), 89-100. 

https://doi.org/10.37905/jetl.v1i2.7288. 

 

Dehgani, A. P., Bagheri, M. S., Sadighi, F., & Tayyebi, G. (2016). Investigating 

Difficulty Order of Certain English Grammar Features in an Iranian EFL 

Settings. International Journal of English Linguistics, 6(6), 209-220. 

 

Etika, I. (2020). Investigating the Difficulties Faced by English Department 

Students in Structure and Written Expression Section of TOEFL at Bung 

Hatta University. LINGUA LITERA: Journal of English Linguistics and 

Literature, 5(1), 42-69. https://doi.org/10.55345/stba1.v5i1.46 

 

ETS. (2017). Test and Score Data Summary for TOEFL iBT Test. 

https://www.ets.org/s/toefl/pdf/94227_unlweb.pdf. 

https://doi.org/10.22373/ej.v7i2.6472
https://www.elitejournal.org/index.php/ELITE
http://journal.unnes.ac.id/sju/index.php/elt
https://doi.org/10.1750/jltr.0901.25
https://doi.org/10.37905/jetl.v1i2.7288
https://doi.org/10.55345/stba1.v5i1.46
https://www.ets.org/s/toefl/pdf/94227_unlweb.pdf


52 

UNIVERSITAS BUNG HATTA 

 

Gay, L., R., Mills, G., E., & Airasian, P., W. (2012). Educational research: 

Competencies for Analysis and Applications (10th ed.). New Jersey: 

Pearson Education, Inc.  

 

Hadi, F. (2020). A Study of Students’ Difficulties in TOEFL in Structure and Written 

Expression on Paper-Based TOEFL. Journal of English Language Teaching 

and Islamic Integration (JELTII), 3(02), 304-314. https://e-

journal.hikmahuniversity.ac.id/index.php/jeltii/article/view/297 

Halim, N., & Ardiningtyas, S. Y. (2018). Difficulties faced by the students in 

answering TOEFL test questions. ETERNAL (English, Teaching, Learning, 

and Research Journal), 4(2), 219. 

https://doi.org/10.24252/eternal.v42.2018.a7 

 

Hajri, T. (2018). An Analysis of Difficulties in Answering Structure and Written 

Expression of TOEFL Made by English Students of Universitas Negeri 

Padang. Journal of English Language Teaching, 7(1), 1-3. 

 

Hatim, N. A. (2022). Preparation of English Students Toward the TOEFL Exam at 

IAIN Parepare (Diploma Thesis, State Islamic Religion Institute Parepare, 

2022). 

Kaniadewi, N., & Asyifa, D. I. (2022). The Effect of TOEFL Preparation Course on 

EFL Undergraduate Students’ TOEFL Scores. Linguistic, English Education 

and Art (LEEA) Journal, 6(1), 12–20. 

https://doi.org/10.31539/leea.v6i1.4365 

 

Kamlasi, I. (2018). Assessing the Students’ Ability in Using Prepositions of Time. 

Jurnalbebasan.kemendikbud.go.id 5(2), 109-116. 

Khan, M., Rahat, L., & Rafiq, M. (2023). An Analysis of the Problems in the Use 

of English Participles by Undergraduate Students at Hazara University 

Mansehra. Global Educational Studies Review, VIII(I), 318-329. 

https://doi.org/10.31703/gesr.2023(viii-i).28 

 

La’biran, R., & Dewi, R. (2023). Exploring Students’ Difficulties in TOEFL 

Listening. ENGLISH FRANCA: Academic Journal of English Language 

and Education, 7(2), 343. https://doi.org/10.29240/ef.v7i2.8065 

 

Lamani, H. Z. (2018). An Analysis Grammar Ability by the Students of IAIN Palopo 

in Answering TOEFL Prediction (Thesis, The State Islamic Institute for 

Islamic Studies (IAIN) Palopo, 2018). 

https://repository.iainpalopo.ac.id/eprint/5574/ 

 

Lin, H. C. 2010. “A Case Study: An ESL Teacher’s Belief and Classroom Practices 

in Grammar Instruction”. (Thesis, Kent State University, 2010). 

https://e-journal.hikmahuniversity.ac.id/index.php/jeltii/article/view/297
https://e-journal.hikmahuniversity.ac.id/index.php/jeltii/article/view/297
https://doi.org/10.24252/eternal.v42.2018.a7
https://doi.org/10.31703/gesr.2023(viii-i).28
https://doi.org/10.29240/ef.v7i2.8065
https://repository.iainpalopo.ac.id/eprint/5574/


53 

UNIVERSITAS BUNG HATTA 

https://etd.ohiolink.edu/acprod/odb_etd/ws/send_file/send?accession=kent

1291249869&disposition=inline 

 

Magfirah. F. (2015). The Teaching Grammar in Context Through Writing Activities 

at Madrasah Tsanawiyah Negeri Model Makassar. (Diploma Thesis, State 

University of Makassar, 2015). 

 

Mahmud, M. (2014). The EFL Students’ Problems in Answering the Test of English 

as a Foreign Language (TOEFL): A Study in Indonesian Context. Theory 

and Practice in Language Studies, 4(12), 2581-2587. 

 

Mufidah, N. (2014). The English Teachers’ Mastery in TOEFL Prediction. Journal 

on English as a Foreign Language, 4(2), 79-86. 

https://doi.org/10.23971/jefl.v4i2.78 

Netta, A., & Trisnawati, I. K. (2019). Acehnese Undergraduate Students’ Strategies 

in Preparing for TOEFL Prediction: A Preliminary Study. Englisia, 7(1), 41–

52 

Pandapatan, A. M. (2020). Analysis of the Subject-verb Agreement Ability among 

Indonesian English Major Students as EFL Learners. Journal of English 

Language Studies, 5(2), 127-143 

Philips, D. (2001). Longman Complete  Course for the TOEFL Test: Preparation 

for Computer and Paper test. White Plains, New York: Longman, Inc 

 

Putri, A., Sukesi, E., & Zahrida. (2023). EFL Students’ Difficulties on Using 

Subject-Verb Agreement. Journal of English Education and Teaching, 7(3), 

703-716. 

Putri. D. E. (2020). An Analysis of the Difficulties Encountered by English 

Department Students in Passing the TOEFL Test. (Diploma Thesis, 

Universitas Islam Negeri Ar-raniry, 2020) 

Rahman, I. F., Islam, U., & Alauddin, N. (2021). The Analysis of Students' 

Difficulties in Accomplishing TOEFL Minimum Score as the Final 

Requirement. ETERNAL (English, Teaching, Learning, and Research 

Journal), 7(2), 359– 373 

Refnita, L. (2018). Educational Research: A Guide for Beginners. Padang: LPPM 

Universitas Bung Hatta.  

 

Tavriyanti, L., & Sakinah, L. (2023). The Third Students' Ability in Answering 

Synonymous Word Questions in Reading Comprehension of TOEFL-Like 

Tests at the English Department of Bung Hatta University. English 

Language Education and Current Trends (ELECT), 2(1), 11-22. 

https://elect.bunghatta.ac.id/index.php/elect/article/view/78/69 

https://etd.ohiolink.edu/acprod/odb_etd/ws/send_file/send?accession=kent1291249869&disposition=inline
https://etd.ohiolink.edu/acprod/odb_etd/ws/send_file/send?accession=kent1291249869&disposition=inline
https://doi.org/10.23971/jefl.v4i2.78
https://elect.bunghatta.ac.id/index.php/elect/article/view/78/69


54 

UNIVERSITAS BUNG HATTA 

Septiani, R. (2014). The Correlation Between Grammar Mastery and Writing 

Ability. (Thesis, State Islamic University Syarif Hidayatullah, 2014). 

https://repository.uinjkt.ac.id/dspace/bitstream/123456789/25290/3/RENI

%20SEPTIANI-FITK.pdf 

 

Slamet, J., & Sulistyaningsih, S. (2021). Students' Difficulties in Answering 

Structure and Written Expression TOEFL-Like at STKIP PGRI Sidoarjo. E-

Structural, 4(01), 17-27. https://doi.org/10.33633/es.v4i01.4410 

 

Sudrajat, W. N. A., & Astuti, E. R. (2018). Students’ Perceptions of the Use of 

TOEFL Preparation Online Course on the Test Performance: The Case of 

TOEFL Structure and Written Expression Test. Humaniora, 9(3), 275. 

https://doi.org/10.21512/humaniora.v9i3.4807 

 

Sugiyono. (2013). Metode Penelitian Kuantitatif Kualitatif dan R&D (pp.20-226). 

(Research Methods: Qualitative, Quantitative, and R&D). Bandung: 

Alfabeta.  

 

Susfenti, N. E. M. (2020). Students’ Ability in Using Subject-Verb Agreement, 

Journal of English Language Teaching and Literature (JELTL), 3(2). 94-

101. https://doi.org/10.47080/jeltl.v3i2.967 

 

Winanda, G. Z. (2019). The Third Year Students’ Difficulties in Answering Structure 

and Written Expression of TOEFL at English Department of Bung Hatta 

University. (Diploma Thesis, Universitas Bung Hatta, 2019) 

http://repo.bunghatta.ac.id/view/creators/Ghina_Zikra=3AWinanda=3A=3

A.html  

Zaharah, F. (2022). Concept of Second Language Acquisition Based on Rod Ellis’ 

Perspective. (Thesis, State Islamic University of Sultan Syarif Kasim Riau, 

2022). 

 

 

https://repository.uinjkt.ac.id/dspace/bitstream/123456789/25290/3/RENI%20SEPTIANI-FITK.pdf
https://repository.uinjkt.ac.id/dspace/bitstream/123456789/25290/3/RENI%20SEPTIANI-FITK.pdf
https://doi.org/10.33633/es.v4i01.4410
https://doi.org/10.21512/humaniora.v9i3.4807
https://doi.org/10.47080/jeltl.v3i2.967
http://repo.bunghatta.ac.id/view/creators/Ghina_Zikra=3AWinanda=3A=3A.html
http://repo.bunghatta.ac.id/view/creators/Ghina_Zikra=3AWinanda=3A=3A.html

