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ABSTRACT 

Karissa, Lulu 2024. An Analysis of Tenth Grade Students’ Ability in Writing 

Descriptive Text at SMA N 1  vKec. Guguak Lima Puluh 

Kota. 

Advisor: Drs. Adzanil Prima Septy, M.Pd, Ph.D 

 

The purpose of this study is to describe the tenth-grade students' ability in 

writing descriptive texts at SMAN 1 Kec, Guguak Lima Puluh Kota. The researcher 

used a descriptive method for this study. The population of this study was tenth-

grade students at SMA N 1 Kec. Guguak. The researcher used cluster random 

sampling technique to select samples, and the number of samples was 31 students. 

The instrument to collect data in this study was a writing test. For the test to be 

reliable, the researcher used the inter-rater method. The results of the test analysis 

showed that the test was reliable. This is supported by the fact that the correlation 

coefficient is 0.99.  

In general, the students had moderate ability in writing descriptive texts. 

This is supported by the fact that 31 students (100%) had moderate ability in writing 

descriptive text, and 0 student (0%) had difficult ability in writing descriptive text. 

The research results show that 28 students (90,3%) had a difficult ability in organize 

descriptive text. Additionally, 31 students (100%) had moderate ability in content 

descriptive text. 17 students (54,8%) had moderate ability in grammar descriptive 

text. Moreover, 18 students (58%) had moderate ability vocabulary descriptive text. 

16 students (52%) had moderate ability in mechanics descriptive text. This could 

be due to language barrier factors. 

Based on the findings, it can be concluded that the students generally had 

moderate ability in writing descriptive text. The researcher expected to find out and 

analyze factors that may cause the students having moderate ability in writing 

descriptive text.  

 

Keywords: Writing Ability, Descriptive text 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

In this chapter, the researcher discusses the background of the problem, the 

identification of the problem, the limitation of the problem, the formulation of the 

problem, research questions, the purpose of the research, and the definition of the 

key terms.  

 

1.1  The Background of the Problem 

People use English to communicate with people in different countries. 

Using English to communicate may also help people understand and respect each 

other, particularly those with different backgrounds such as languages, cultures, etc. 

Pandarangga (2015).  English is a tool for communicating orally in writing. On the 

other hand, communication through the written word also needs proficiency to be 

effective. Through writing, people are supported to express their ideas in writing 

form. In English, four skills must be mastered: listening, speaking, reading, and 

writing. 

Writing skill is the ability to express ideas in a word that has meaning  

According to Ningsih (2016), writing is one activity that transfers knowledge in the 

human brain into written form. The explanation above shows that writing is an 

essential skill that students should master in learning English as a foreign language. 

Writing is one of the important skills that have to be mastered by students because 

writing can help people to think critically and deeply to make good writing. Writing 

is also a necessary component of our society's education, livelihood, and function 

basics. Writing skills help learners gain independence, comprehensibility, fluency, 
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and creativity in writing. If learners had mastered these skills, they would be able 

to write so that not only they can read what they wrote, but other speakers of that 

language can read and understand it.  

There are several types of text in learning English such as descriptive text, 

explanation text, recount text, narrative text, report text, procedure text, exposition 

text, and news item text.  An important thing in the descriptive text is that the text 

should describe what things look like, not based on the speaker's opinion only. 

Descriptive text is a text describing a particular person, place, or thing. By learning 

writing, the students will learn how to write effectively, express ideas, and share 

their opinions with anyone by writing.  

Suminar and Putri (2018) reveal that descriptive text is text describing a 

person, animal, thing, or place with a clear explanation to give readers a piece of 

information and understanding about the object described. Descriptive text has 

certain components, such as generic structure and lexical grammar. Descriptive text 

used simple present tense. The simple present tense is used for habitual and usual 

activity. In addition, descriptive text used other language features such as 

adjectives, linking verbs, relating verbs, and compound adjectives. In the 

vocabulary aspect, writing descriptive text has a lot of vocabulary.  Therefore, the 

complex of components, generic structure, and lexicogrammatical as mentioned 

above, the students are uneasy about writing descriptive text well and perfectly.   

Each student had different abilities in learning, especially in learning 

English in writing skills. When interviewing with one of the English teachers at 

SMA N 1 Kec. Guguak the researcher received information about student's ability 
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to write English texts. In the writing process, several factors cause students had 

abilities such as; organization, content, grammar, mechanics, and vocabulary. It is 

important to analyze students’ ability to write descriptive text.  

According to the explanation above, this researcher was intersested in 

analyzing ability in writing descriptive texts. This title is descriptive and 

informative, indicating that the study is focused on analyzing the ability students 

face in writing descriptive texts. Moreover the researcher conducted research is 

entitled “An Analysis of Tenth Grade Students’ Ability in Writing Descriptive Text 

at SMAN 1 Kec.Guguak Lima Puluh Kota”. 

 

1.2   The Identification of the Problem 

Descriptive text is a text that describes a particular object in detail. 

According to Wulandari (2021), types of descriptive text are divided into three. 

Firstly, subjective descriptive text is a text that describes an object based on the 

impression given to the writer of the descriptive text. Secondly, spatial descriptive 

text is a text that describes objects such as places, objects, and space. Thirdly 

objective descriptive text is a text that describes the object according to the actual 

situation so that the reader can imagine the condition without further understanding 

from the writer. There are many types of descriptive text: a person, an animal, an 

object, and a place. 

Students often face significant challenges in writing descriptive texts. First, 

in terms of organization, many students struggle to arrange their ideas logically. 

Paragraphs often lack clear order, and transitions between sections are not smooth, 

making the writing difficult for readers to follow. Additionally, the introduction of 
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the topic and the conclusion are often ineffective, leaving the text feeling 

incomplete. 

Regarding content, students tend to provide descriptions that are not detailed 

or in-depth enough, making their descriptions less vivid and informative. They may 

include irrelevant information, which obscures the main focus of the text. The 

difficulty in providing concrete examples also results in their descriptions being too 

general or abstract. 

In terms of grammar, improper sentence structure and inconsistent tense 

usage are common issues. Errors in subject-verb agreement frequently occur, 

indicating that students still struggle with understanding basic grammar rules. 

Moreover, limited vocabulary is another challenge, where students often 

repeat the same words, making the text monotonous. The misuse of words or using 

words out of context can also lead to confusion, and the lack of rich descriptive 

language diminishes the quality of their descriptions. 

Lastly, in terms of mechanics, errors in punctuation, capitalization, and 

spelling are quite common. These mistakes not only disrupt the flow and clarity of 

the writing but also show a lack of attention to detail. The combination of these 

various issues indicates that many students still need to improve their skills in 

writing descriptive texts to be more effective and communicative. 

 

1.3    The Limitation of the Problem 

Based on the problem above, several issues relate to students' difficulties in 

writing descriptive text. Therefore, the researcher limited the focus of the research 
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to analyze the ability in writing descriptive text about a person by tenth-grade 

students of SMA N 1 Kec.Guguak in the 2023/2024 Academic Year.  

 

1.4  The Formulation of the Problem  

The formulation of the problem above, the researcher formulated the 

problem of the research as; “How is  the ability of the tenth-grade students in writing 

descriptive text at SMA N 1 Kec. Guguak Lima Puluh Kota?” 

 

1.5  The Research Questions  

By the formulation of the problem above, the researcher proposed some 

research questions to be answered as follows: 

1. How is the tenth-grade students SMA N 1 Kec. Guguak had ability in the 

organization of descriptive text? 

2. How is the tenth-grade students SMA N 1 Kec. Guguak had ability in the 

content of descriptive text? m 

3. How is the tenth-grade students SMA N 1 Kec. Guguak had ability in the 

grammar of descriptive text? 

4. How is the tenth-grade students SMA N 1 Kec. Guguak had ability in 

vocabulary of descriptive text? 

5. How is the tenth-grade students SMA N 1 Kec. Guguak had ability in the 

mechanics (spelling, punctuation, capitalization) of descriptive text? 
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1.6  The Purpose of the Research 

The general purpose of this research is to describe the difficulties of tenth-

grade students’ of SMAN 1 Kec, Guguak Lima Puluh Kota in writing descriptive 

text. 

1. To find out the ability of tenth-grade students organization in writing a 

descriptive text at  SMA N 1 Kec.Guguak. 

2. To find out the ability of tenth-grade student content in writing a 

descriptive text at SMA N 1 Kec.Guguak. 

3. To find out the ability of tenth-grade student grammar in writing a 

descriptive text at SMA N 1 Kec.Guguak. 

4. To find out the ability of tenth-grade student vocabulary in writing a 

descriptive text at SMA N 1 Kec.Guguak. 

5. To find out the ability of the tenth-grade students mechanics (spelling, 

punctuation, capitalization) in  writing a descriptive text at SMA N 1 Kec. 

Guguak. 

 

1.7  The Significance of the Research  

After did this research. Researchers hope it useful information to teachers, 

students, and future researchers. For the teacher, get information about the students’ 

difficulties in writing descriptive text, which can improve their motivation and 

knowledge to study English. For the students, they can improve skills in writing, 

motivation, academic performance, and overall communication skills. For future 

researchers, researchers hope that the research can also be a reference for the next 

research point of their study. 
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1.8   The Definition of the Key Terms 

To avoid misunderstanding the key terms used in this research, the 

researcher defines them as follows: 

1. Writing is a way to communicate by expressing knowledge or ideas 

processed by a writer.  

2. Ability refers to the performance of tenth-grade students at SMA N 1 Kec. 

Guguak  in writing descriptive text properly and correctly. 

3. Descriptive text is one of the texts to describe things, people, or places.  

4. Identification is identified the subject to be described. The identification 

is usually stated in the first paragraph to introduce the reader what the 

topic to be described in the next paragraphs.  

5. Description is explained about the subject in detail. It is used to support 

identification. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


