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ABSTRACT

This research uses Joo’s theory (1967) and Holmes theory (2013) to investigate the way
the characters in the film Forrest Gump speak. This research aims to investigate the types
of language styles and the social factors found in these language styles which cause these
language styles to be used in the most common dialogues in films. This study used
qualitative descriptive methods to examine data in reliable information. The focus of the
research is to identify five styles that appear in films. There are total of 60 data points
from all styles including: Frozen style, Formal style, Consultation style, Casual style, and
Intimate Style. Casual style 17 utterances, intimate style with 15 utterances, followed by
formal 13 utterances and consultative styles with 14 utterances each, then 1 frozen style
was found. The results of this data lead to the conclusion that language style is a form of
language that is based on the situation and the communicator. These five formats
represent how emotions, events, and relationships between users are expressed.
Keywords: Language styles, Forrest Gump, Sociolinguistic

UNIVERSITAS BUNG HATTA



mailto:nadyasalsabillah22@gmail.com
mailto:diana.hasan@bunghatta.ac.id

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Alhamdulillahirabbil ‘alamin, the writer expresses her highest gratitude to Allah
SWT for blessing, opportunity, love, health and mercy given to her to complete this
thesis entitled “An Analysis of Language Style in Forrest Gump Movie”. This thesis
was submitted to fulfill a partial requirement for obtaining S1 degree from English
Department, the Faculty of Humanities, Universitas Bung Hatta. Shalawat is also
addressed to Prophet Muhammad shallallahu ‘alaihiwasallam who had delivered the

truth to human beings in generaland Muslim particular.

In preparing this thesis, many parties have provided support, motivation, advice
and provided moral and material assistance to the writer directly or indirectly. So that
the writer's thesis preparation can be completed. In this occasion the writer aims to

express her gratitude and appreciation to the following people:

1. Prof. Dr. Diana Kartika., The Rector of Universitas Bung Hatta.

2. Diana Chitra Hasan, M. Hum., M. Ed., Ph. D., as the Dean Faculty of
Humanity, Universitas Bung Hatta, and also as the writer’s best supervisor.
The writer would like to express deepest gratitude for her help, spending her
time, guiding, supporting.

3. To the examiners, Dr. Yusrita Yanti, M.Hum, and then Dra. Nova Rina,
M.Hum., who have provided suggestions and advice during the thesis
examination process.

4. All lecturers of English Department, Faculty of Humanity, Universitas Bung
Hatta who have given their knowledge and education.

5. To my first love and role model, father Suhendra Basri and my door to

heaven, mother Yeni Surita S.Pd., for all the sacrifices, trust and sincere

UNIVERSITAS BUNG HATTA



love that you both gave. Thank you very much for being the first support
system that is always there and gives the best, prays tirelessly and provides
attention and support until the writer is able to complete his studies and
obtain a bachelor's degree.

. To my beloved brother Nabiil Anindra who has provided encouragement,
advice, motivation and material assistance to the writerduring her study

period.

. Tomy beloved friend Rahayu and Zakia whom the writer met when she first
studied online and is still together. Thank you for always being a good

friend.

Padang, Agustus 2024

Nadya Anindra Salsabillah

i
UNIVERSITAS BUNG HATTA



TABLE OF CONTENTS

A B S T R A T ettt [
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS ... .ottt i
TABLE OF CONTENTS ...ttt v
CHAPTER | : INTRODUCTION. ..ottt 1
1.1 Background 0f the RESEAICR........ccvciiiiic et sre st sne s 1
1.2 RESEAICH QUESTION ... evieiie ettt sttt et e st et e et este s e nbesreestestaenaeseeeneentennes 5
1.3 PUIPOSE OF the RESEAICH .....c.eouiiiiciiiiie e 5
1.4 Limitations OF the STUAY .......ocviiiie et s be e et resre s 6
1.5 Significance 0f the RESEAICH ........cooiiiii et 6
CHAPTER Il REVIEW LITERATURE AND THEORITICAL FRAMEWORK ........... 7
2.1 ReView Of Related LITEratUre...........cceiriiiieiiieiiteisiei sttt 7
2.1.0 SOCIOINQUISTIC ...ttt bbbttt 7
2.1.2 LaNQUAGE SEYIE ...t 8
2.1.3 Meaning Of LangUAge SEYIE.......ccv oottt ta e et resre s 10

P I T o TN E= Vo (oY = Vg T o S SUTRPS 11

2.2 Theoretical Of LaNgUagE SLYIE.........ccoiiiiieiciiis e 12
2.2.1 Type Of LangUAgE SEYIE......cciiiiiieieicese et 12
2.2.2 Social Factors Influence The Language StYle..........ccoeoviiiiiiiiiinereeeesee e 15

2.3 PreVIOUS RESBAITI ......cuiieieiictiiiete ettt bbbttt bt 16

v

UNIVERSITAS BUNG HATTA



CHAPTER 11l : RESEARCH METHOD.......ccociiiiii s 19

3.1 Method Of the RESEAICN........cuiviiiiiiiiii s 19
3.2 Data and SOUICE DAL ........cveiireiiiiiiiiieiit ettt 19
3.3 Technique of ColleCtiNg the Data .........c.ccviieiiiiiiie s 20
3.4 Technique of ANalyZiNg the Data...........ccoviiiiiiiic e 21
CHAPTER IV : FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION........cciiiiiiiieie e 22
AL FINAINGS .+ttt b bbb bR R R R R R R R n ettt r e r e nen e 22
4. 1.1 Type OF LaNQUAGE SEYIE......cc.iiiiiieiieieee e 22
I 0= (TR 1Y/ - PSR RRS 23
4.1 1.2 FOrMAl SEYIE ..o e e res 25
4.1.1.3 CONSUIALIVE SEYIE ...t 30
4114 CASUAI SEYIE ... 37
4115 INTMALE SEYIE ... 45
4.2 DISCUSSION ...ttt bbbt b bbb bbb bbbt b bbbttt b b ans 51
CHAPTER V : CONCLUSION AND SUGESTION ..ot 52
5.1 CONCIUSION. ...ttt bbbt bbb bbbt ettt b bt n e 52
5.2 SUGESTION ...ttt st b e st et e st et e et e s b e ehe e beeRe et e Re et e ebeebe e teabeenreareereenrenreans 52
REFERENGCES ...ttt sttt ettt be e st e e b e st e e nbeeebeeeneeeneee e 53
APPENDICES ...ttt ettt ettt et et e be et e e s be e e be e nneeenns 55
Vv

UNIVERSITAS BUNG HATTA



CHAPTER |

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of the Research

According to Eble (2005), sociolinguistic studies examine how language is used in
different contexts by people as well as the connection between language and society. The
depth and detail vary greatly, from thoughts about the terms in a particular place to an
examination of the way men and women speak to each other in certain situations. Dialect
is dynamic and ever-changing, which is the basic tenet of sociolinguistics. Language isn't
standardized or consistent as a result. Alternatively, it may be altered and contradictory for
the individual client as well as within and between groups of speakers of the same tongue.
Each individual can change the way they speak according to the situation and conditions
that occur. For example, a person will speak in an unexpected way to a child compared to
the way he or she would speak to their college teacher. This socio-situational diversity is
sometimes called enlist and depends not only on events and relationships between
members, but also on participants' location, ethnicity, financial status, age, and sexual
orientation. One-way sociolinguists think about language is through dated records. They
look at both hand-written and printed reports to distinguish how language and society have
connecting within the past. This is regularly alluded to as authentic, for example, the
essential language within the United States is English. Individuals who live within the
South, be that as it may, regularly change within the way they talk and the words they utilize

compared to individuals who live within the Northwest, indeed though it is all the same
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dialect. There is diverse language of English, depending on what locale of the nation you're
in. Language has changed quickly in society, and there are now more and more different
kinds of language. One illustration of linguistic variation is language style. Language style
is one aspect of communication that is inextricably linked to encounters in daily life. The
degree of formality chosen for a given language style depends on the context, environment,
location, and language requirements.

According to Hudson (1996), the science that examines language within the framework
of society is known as sociolinguistics. Linguistic sociology is the study of society in regard
to the variety of languages spoken and the ways in which language is communicated,;
sociolinguistics is the study of language in relation to society. Sociolinguistics is the study
of language use in daily life, with an emphasis on how language influences social
interactions, issues, and society as a whole.

According to Chomsky (2006), people have a natural capacity for dialect securing,
encouraging the consistent learning and generation of language in early advancement.
Chomsky recognized between surface structure (the sentences we express) and profound
structure (the basic theoretical implications), pushing the noteworthiness of getting a handle
on the more profound rules and standards overseeing dialect. By and large, phonetics thinks
about how language is utilized to communicate with each other, how language is learned,
how dialect is procured and how dialect creates over time. Linguistics is the name of the
science that investigates language. There are between 6,000 and 7,000 languages in the
globe, according to estimates. Exact approximations, however, are dependent on arbitrary
differences that can exist between dialects and languages. Spoken or sign languages are
examples of natural languages; however, any language can be made to be encoded in a
second language by the use of auditory, visual, or tactile stimuli, like braille, whistling, or

graphic lettering. This is so because modality is irrelevant to human language. Broadly
2
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speaking, "language™ might be the mental capacity to acquire and apply a sophisticated
communication system or to characterize a collection of rules that combine to produce a
system or series of sentences.

The fundamental presumptions made by various theories regarding the origins of
language vary. Some hypotheses claim that language must have developed from an early
pre-linguistic system among our pre-human ancestors since it is so complicated that it is

impossible to picture language arising in its ultimate form from nothing. One could refer to
this notion as a sustainability-based theory. The other perspective holds that language
evolved abruptly during the transition from pre-hominids to archaic humans since it is a
characteristic that is specific to humans and cannot be compared with anything found in
non-human species. This theory can be defined as based on unsustainability. Through
words, we can convey joy, discomfort, love, anxiety and many other emotional nuances.
Language also allows us to understand and respond to the expressions of others. Language
comes in many forms, such as formal, informal or even other language styles. With so many
language styles, it can be determined which language direction should be completed.
Everyone should not speak carelessly because if they make a mistake, people will
misunderstand what they mean and what they want to say will not be accepted by anyone.
According to Joss (1976), frozen style, formal style, consultative style, casual style,

and intimate style are the five different styles. The stone style is the most formal. It is
frequently employed in situations that stress form and symbolism, such official court
hearings, official state papers, and ceremonial settings. Formal, purposeful language is
frequently employed in situations where careful consideration of word choice,
pronunciation, and sentence structure is necessary. A business or consultancy style is
frequently employed in semi-formal settings. It is used in operations, transactions, and

information sharing. When interacting with friends and family, casual manner is common
3
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and emphasizes good times. It has a laid-back and informal atmosphere. Intimate style the
most relaxed and is usually worn by close friends and relatives.

One way to see how language styles work in a film is to watch the film repeatedly. Film
is a type of visual communication that uses music and moving images to tell stories or
convey information and help others learn. People see watching movies as a way to pass the
time and have fun anywhere in the world. The Netflix series "Forrest Gump" was the film
chosen as a source of information for this investigation. The structured script in the film
uses various linguistic idioms to strengthen each character. Each character benefits from
using his or her own style of language.

This film series features a wide range of personalities in a wide range of situations. This
contextual variation is worth studying from the perspective of language style since it has a
big influence on language style. The writer is therefore curious to learn more about this film
series. The film "Forrest Gump" portrays the life narrative of a modest man named Forrest
Gump, who is portrayed masterfully by Tom Hanks. Despite his lack of intelligence, Forrest
has a great heart and a strong will to face life. The movie takes viewers through Forrest's
life journey, from his childhood in Alabama marked by unpleasant treatment from his peers,
to becoming a successful athlete, brave Vietnam War soldier, wealthy shrimp entrepreneur,
and Medal of Honor recipient. During his travels, Forrest met various influential figures
such as Elvis Presley, President Kennedy, and John Lennon, and formed an important
relationship with Jenny, the love of his life. Although his life was full of challenges and
tragedy, Forrest faced them with a simplicity and honesty that inspired many around him.
This movie is not only about Forrest's physical journey, but also about his emotional and
spiritual journey, depicting love, friendship, chance and destiny. Packed with thoughtful
direction and immersive music, "Forrest Gump" is an inspiring and riveting film for

audiences around the world. The writer is therefore curious to learn more about the
4
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language used in this film.

The writer chooses this topic because he was interested in learning more deeply about
sociolinguistics, especially regarding language style. The aim of this research is to identify
various linguistic idioms used in the Netflix series "Forrest Gump." In particular, the Netflix
series “Forrest Gump” makes extensive use of analysis to gain thorough knowledge of
linguistic style. To understand language styles well is to study them. Lack of understanding
of the appropriate language style in certain situations can result in miscommunication,
misunderstandings, and confrontation. Misunderstandings can arise, for example, if
someone speaks carelessly in a formal setting. In this way, readers can understand the

appropriate use of language styles in social life.

1.2 Research Question

Based on the previous background, the writer would like to identify the problems,
as follows:
1. What are the types of language style in Forrest Gump movie?

2. What are the social factors influencing the language style in Forrest Gump movie?

1.3 Purpose of the Research

Based on the previous problems above, the writer would like to answer the aims of
the study, as follows:
1. To analyze the type of language style in Forrest Gump movie.

2. To identify social factors, influence the language style in Forrest Gump movie.

UNIVE RSITAS BUNG HATTA



1.4 Limitations of the Study

Based on the research background, the writer uses the film, Forrest Gump. The language
style depicted in the film Forrest Gump approaches a sociolinguistic approach. There are
many language styles used by the characters in Forrest Gump. For this research, the writer
only focuses on the internal language style of the characters speech in the film. According
to Joos (1967), the classification theory of language styles is divided into: frozen style,
formal style, consultative style, casual style and intimate style. Then, the writer also uses
Holmes According to Joos (1967), the classification theory of language styles is divided
into: frozen style, formal style, consultative style, casual style and intimate style. (2013)
theory about social factors that influence language style such as setting, participant, topic,
and function. Therefore, the writer analyzes the sociolinguistic approach which is related

to various language styles and what social factors exist in them.

1.5 Significance of the Research

The findings of this research should, in theory, greatly advance our knowledge of the
linguistic style employed in the movie Forrest Gump. However, the writer wants readers
to understand how to employ language types in everyday situations. For this reason, this
study can be beneficial to all English department students who have an interest in
sociolinguistics and wish to be able to implement what they have learnt. Proficiency with
language in suitable everyday talks, particularly in official settings and under various

circumstances.
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