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Developing as a Language Teacher:
To be a g00d teacher

Joni AIflno
Universrtas Buns Hatta

aUrr.u.,l
In the beginning 20 10. it u,as rcported that there were 1820 governntcnt

teachers in one of provinces of Indonesia to be tired for plagiarizing scientific

paper. It is rronic, and implicitly, this means that our teacher is not

professional. It alscl means that out teacher never develops himsell.

Consequenrly, ir will make teaching-learning process bad. Related to this,

phencmenon, an English language teacher is required to do his best'to develop

himself because self-development will make him matute and professional {o

work as an educator. Development rlptions can be grouped into three

categories; self development, co-opera(ive development, and lillmal ".

clevelopment. Self-development consists of constant reflection, cliary writing-

recording lesson, and reading- Co-operative development consists of sharing

with colleagues and peer observation. Formal development include.s in-service

training program, confereltces' seminars. and short course'

Key rvord: Development, Language Teacher' Good Teacher

Introduction
Having a good education is a dream and hope many people have because the good

education, of course, will creatc a good output- I{owever, it does llo[ corrlc as casily as rvhat

wc think. There are many requirements or factors that deterrnine it. One of thcrn is a good

teacher. Thc word "good" here refers to professionalism performed by a teacher in rurtnine

his/her activity as an educator- S/tre should do his/her best to create a good teaching-learrlirrg

process-
Unfqrtunately, some English language teachers in Indonesia have not sho'*'ed this

character. This can be identified from one of facts as stated by Darjowijoyo and Jacob (in

Saukah. 2009)- They state that the teaching of English in Indonesia is not satisfactory.

There are several factors causing unsatisfactory English teaching in Indonesia. One of

thern is reacher himself. In this context. the English teacher doesn't master English well and

ctnnot teach English professionally. In addition. many teachers at present are confused to be

able to be promoted to a higher rank position in his/her career because they are required to

develop an action research report- They are w'orried because they never do self-reflection as a

lorm of development
To inrprove the teacher quality, Indonesian government issued The National Edtrcation

Regulation No. l8/2007 on In-Service Teacher's Certification through portfblio Assessnrent.

In fact. the expected result did not come tme because it was also found that many teachers

plagiarized scientific paper required as one of requirements for teacher's certification through

portfblio assessment.

Ornstein and Levine (2008) states that to empower their stu<ients, teachers must first

empower themselves as professional educators. This statement implies two things. First. an

English reacher cannot hope lot from his/her students if s/he does not develop as a good

educaror- In other words, s/tre should prepare everything related his profession well before s/he

presents it to hisArer students. Second, an English teacher cannot hope much from students if
he himself never changes- What he expect his students to be will come true if he empower

himself fust.
Shortly, developing as an English teacher should be an emphasis in order to get a

satisfactory result- It should begin now-
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Why should develop?
Probably,, there is l question nsing in our nrind; rvhy should language teacherdevelop?

Freeman (200 I ) says that the irnpact of teacher developrnent is self -assessed tlu'ough reflective
practice. Frortt teacher clevelopntent activities. an Enelish teacher u,ill knou,u,hat s/he alrea{y
knou's, rvhat s/he cart do. itnd uhat s/he has not done in lris te:rchinq This nreans that an
Engli-sh teacher. frortt developiltent activitie-s. r.r,illtry to clo the best to inprove ihe u,eaknesses
of his teaching. So. his teachittg u ill be better in the futLrre. Consequentlv, the irriprovetnent
lvill produce a good result.' Another expert (Ur 199 l) also eives his idea about tvh\, " language teacher shoulc.l
develop, He sa1's thitt a langLr:t.se teiicher should develop ibr survival an<1 provress"

The first ),ear of teaching. lor example, can be verl,stre-ssftrl. This is true particularly
of tltose teaching larce lteterogeneous classes of children r-ir adolescents in schools Dilficult
first year may cause sonte new teachers to leave the prot'eision- Concluctin-e telcher
developntent. an English teacher cirn avoid himsell lronr having such :r stressful condition. If
the stressftripondition has disappeared in classroonr, the (e:icher u,ill be nrotivatecl (o progress-

Front ideas sla(ed above. it cau be cclrcluded rhat clevelol'ring as a lan-9uaue teacher
cor.rtributes to the success ttf telchinq-learning pr()cess. An English leacher does not have
reason anymore to avoid deVelopmenl-

How to Develop?
Davies and Pcarse (2000) s{atc tllat Dcvclopnrcnt optious can bc groupe<J into threc

categories- They are self delelopnlent. co-operative devel<)pnrent. ancl lbrnral develclpment.
l- Self-developnrent

This developnlellt covcrs ti)ur stratcgics.
o Reflection

Murphy {200 I ) says that refleoion is aimed at
-expanding teacher'.s trnderstanding ol' the tcach in-l-learning proccss
-expanding teacher-.s knowled-se of strategic oprions as language
Teachcr

-to enhance the cluality of learning opportunities teacher is able to
provide in langrra.se classroorn

e Diary writing; keeping a diary of hi.s teachin-!r activilies ()\,er a whole term can really
help him to appreciate how tnuclr his leanrer.s and hinrselfl progressed. Irr this way. he
carl begin 1o kttorv hinrself professionally-u4rat he is g(x)d al and what you leed tcr
work on more

I Recorditrg lessons: a teachcr sltould renrenrbcr rvhat actually happened in a lcssorr.
even inrmcdiately after it has ended to avoid rcpcating u'caknc-sscs in the futurc. Hcrc.
he can record thc lessons

' Reading; one of the best ways of keeping up w'ith the development in the profession is
to read En-elistr teachin-9 books- journals- ne*'sletter. and internet publication

Co-operative development

' Sharing with colleagues: sharing experiences ancl ideas witlr colleagues will increase
teacher's experietrce and ideas- It also give a better perspective on tcacher's work-..

o Peer observation: when observing, it is usually best to focus on onty one or two aspect
of the lesson. It is better to w'atch the learners rather than the teacher- What the
learners do and do not do is probably the best indication of horv efl'ective the teachins
is.

Formal development: it is now virtuatly essential during almost e\€ry.stage of a'teacher's
career- Apart fronr actual in-service course, tlrere arc many convcntions, scnrinars. and
shon courscs for English teachcr.

2.

3.
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Becoming a Goocl Teacher

. The ntain poin{ to develop as an English lan-guage
language relcher Harmer ( l99g) ancl Daviels r.r,ith pearse

:i\'ttcedinf of f nttmntiotlt1[5tntnar rttt ,tnd:lrt:. (l5LJ)

teacher is ro beconrc a good Engli-sh
(2000) identify scinre characrers cif :rgood English langLrage reacher :ls follows.. An English reacher should rnake his/her lessons

asleep
rnterestlng, so lris/hcr studcn(s clcin't tall

Il is a realrtr iil:it solllc stu(lents dislike English. Probabl,r,this is caused by rhe fact rhatEnglish is rt,t Ptcsented in a good at'osphere or as somettring,,r,";r;i;;; ;r;;.1 teacrre.ill'uval's tries t0 cio the best fbr liis class in order tlrat s/he can attlact the studcnts' attentron.Il'srre has .rtracted the atte.tion, trre stucrents will be motivated ro stucr_y, To clo trris rver.s/he has knou'tl rvlrat to teach and how to teach it before going ro cl.ssroorrr. An Enclish re acher slrould love her/his_f ob
An English lllnguage teacher who loves his,4rer job/professron as :ir ecluc:rtor u,ill makehis/her les.stirl m<lre intere.sring. Becoming u,"u.l,...should be a true 4ream. .ot becau.sesiltnetlting else' Because ir is a lrue clream, of cour.se the teacher u,ill love.s his/her job.Ho'r'e'er- rvha( i.s happening norv i.s that nrany stucJents qo to teacher's erJucatio' ,.1because lhey really like teaching antl want to be a teacher. but for sonrething else. moneyoriented As known that teacher.s in Indonesia nou, have been attencling -leachers,
cer(ificatio. This activity provides extra incentive for those passing the Tcachcr'sCcrtillcatio' This condition inspires some studerrts to go to teacSer,s educatio',' A' En-elish rcachcr shares his/hcr personality with the Jass
A sood teaclter always shares his/her personality with the class. This is ainre6 at a hopethat student's arc open-hearted with their teachlr to discuss any problenr fou'd in thcclassroom' In other words' students are not shy or womed to ask for clarification aboutdifficult teaching^ nraterials- An approachable teacher plays a very rmporta't role i'achievi ng s uccessful teaching_learn i ng process-. An English teacher has a lors of knowlcdge, not only of is subjecr

Tlris rcquirerncnt is claimed to be important for language teachers. especially En-elishteacher' This is considered necessary when the teaJerJ are discussing, for exanrple-Reading material related student's lire tike sport or art. They are very enthusiastic whentalking about it" It will be ironic if the teachers know nothing about the topics discusseclbecause it will decrease students' motivation to- study ana farti.ipate in teaching-learnin-eprocess- [n one hand, the students are enthusiastic. on th. oih.r. the teacher.unnl, explorehis teaching. How can the student participate actively?. An English teacher is an enterlainer
An English teacher should be like an artist. S/he should be so arrracrive in presenringteaching nraterial that his,/her students are enthusiastic and motivated to participate duringteaching-learning process' S/he may not be monotonous that wir! make students bored. Inother u'ords' s/he should attract students' enthusiasm and motivation all the time. S/he alsoshould make his/her srudents miss meeting him/trer for his 

"itru.tir,. 
teaching-' An English reacher considers students who are quiet and tarkative

In classroom. there will be two types of studenl whom teacher meets; quiet and talkatirestudents. Each type has certain reasons for such an attitude. The good language teachershould be able to accommoclate equally the two groups. Slhe must do the tresr to make thequiet ones participate as actively as th; talkatiue on.s. probably, they are quiet because itis their character, not because they do not i<now. reacrring strategy used should vary inorder thar the quiet ones speak up.
' An English reacher correcrs people without offending them

A *sood person is one who always appreciates ottrer-peopre (arthough srhe is younger)- Soi's a good English teacher- Slhe never makes students down when the students arecorrected' S/tre always should find words which can keep students' spirit all the time.what should be known is that the students have done tireir best to participate in the

lnlernasionalSeminaron[anguagesandArts(lSl.l}conducted@
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classrootn. lt 'shtitrlci bc:tllprcci:ttctl (Jnce the.srutlents arc oflended. tlreir rnotivirrion andinterest rvill disappelrl.:rll rhc rinre bccause thel,do not want to be disappointed t,,vice.. An English reachcr i-s a hclper
It is trtre th:lt sorlle sttrdcnts rt'ill have ploblenr untJer.standirq teaching nlaterials.Therefbre' the teaclter's lr'lriiabrlrt'to help rherrr u'ill be ver_y llnportant and useful fbrstudents' A sood Engiish teacher slrr.ruld be ai'eilable rvhenei.er trre stuclerrts need hi'r/herfor a help,'lhe stuclents nla-\,not .uo horle bringing o pruJl.,n unsolyetl. An En.r,lrslr t<..rtl)er kilr,\\\,,,,J,.,,t, n.uil(, 

'\r'trll\ur\ru

StLrdents rvill l'eel trltc'trtlbttitble u'lre'their te.chcr ne'er renrernbers tlrcir na're. The'rvill think tltat tllere is lr g,p Lrctrveerr rhe'i. A r'ritr Engli.sh telcher rtru"r ,rr"l,,renletnber 'students' natile becltttse it mirke rhern hap-py cluring reacSing-learning pr.cess.In addition' renrembet'i.g.stucle'ts' nrrnre r'vill giu.,i ptsitiue el'l'e.ct to student.s' behavior.I( means tlrar the sttrtle nt'r r'rll bc.shy il-they dcinor participatc.rcti\.cly bee.rr.rse (5e teacSer.know,s their nanre rvell,
' An English teache| ltas a practical conuland of Enqrish. not just k'.rvleclge olgrammatical rule s.

A good English lercller shtrulcl lre able to apply his knou,redge ol- granrrnatical rules irrform of practical conrnlatld of English- It nr""lrs ihat s/he should sinrplify grani'ratical i'tounderstatrdable conrntartd of Errglisl't bccausc it will eascs the studcnts to imitate hinr/herand use or practice English.
' An English teaclrer uscs English nrost of thc rinrc in e'cry class. inclucling bcginncr,s classLearning a language' itrcluciilig Errglish,,icquiics u tnt uiprr.rrcc. A g..d F.rrgirsh teachershould use English ntost clf the ii,tc i' c.,crv class. rrrciuding bcgirner'.s class..l.liisactivity is aimed at stinruiatirrg -studerits ro use English as.f.rcrr as p.ssiblc.' An English teacher thinks rnostly in tcrms ol lcarner practicc. nor te achcr cxplanationAlthough teacher explanation about tcachin-e nrateriars is necessary. ran-tuage nrasterydepends much on practicc- Thercforc- an English i"o.t.,.. slrould pr-.virJc a lor ofopportunity fbr students to practice. Teacher expianation is only fbr concept introduction.Meanwhile, practice is for concept application_

' An English teacher finds time fbr really communicati'e actir.ities. nor just practice oflanguage forms 
rrtrL)- rr('r Jusr Prz

A good English teacher should provicle really cornnrunicari'e activities as tbund in dailylife because the patterns ancl expressions used in really communicati'e acti'ities vary. Byusing really contnrunicative acrivities. the students wirinot fbcus on o'e paaern only' An finglish teacher fbcuses his/her teachine on learner's need. not just on finishinc thesyllabus or course-book r!\'t Ju)r vrr rrrrr)I

As known' teaching-learning process -should meet srudents' need. So should En-elishteaching' In other words. .sttrdents' need should b. 
" 

pri;;i;'becatrse it should be usefirl fbrtheir life' A good English teacher may not think jusr ro f'ocus on frnishing syllabus orcourse-book' Teaching beyond stttdents' need will 6e meunin-e less and useles.s because itwill not contribute to rheir lif.e..
' An English teacher establishes the 

.goal of teaching English; ro enable leamers rocommunicate effectively and accurately e. ,

All English language 'leamers want to be able ro communicate in English well. A goodEnglish teacher should be able to accornnlodate the studenrs' u,ish. They should befacilitated to be able to cotnmunicate efl'ecrively and u..u.oi.ly. of course, this nray not bean easy job. bur it musr be fulfllled.

C<.rnclusion
Becorning an English teacher should be professional. The reacher has t' conductdevelopment related to his/her knowledge and competence as an educator. s/he nray not besatisfied with what was gained in the pait. Developing u, u f.or"rrional English reacher willcontribute to a better teachin-e_learnin-e process.
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