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The purpose of this research was to find out the third year students’ ability
in changing indirect speech into direct speech at the English Department of Bung
Hatta University. This research was conducted byusing descriptive research
design with quantitative method. The population of this research was the third
year students at the English Department of Bung Hatta University. The total
number of population was 23 students. The researcher used total sampling
technique to select the sample because the population was less than 100.

To collect the data, the researcher used writing sentence test in the form of
sentence transformation. The researcher asked the students to change indirect
speech into direct speech containing statement using simple present tense, simple
past tense and simple future tense. To make sure that the measuring instrument
was valid, the researcher measured validity and reliability of the test. To maintain
the validity of the instrument, the researcher used content validity. It was reached
through consulting the test to the syllabus used by the lecturer of Grammar
subject. Creswell (2012:148) states that content validity refers to the content and
the format of the instrument. To measure the reliability of the instrument, the
researcher used inter-rater technique. Gwet (2014:4) states that inter-rater
technique is asking two individuals referred to as raters, to independently perform
scoring process. The researcher found that the reliability coefficient of
theinstrument was 0.99 (very high correlation). It means that the instrument was
reliable.

Based on the result of analyzing data, it was found that the third year
students’ability in changing indirect speech into direct speech containing
statement using simple present tense, simple past tense and simple future tense
was moderate. It was shown by evidence that 26.1% of students had very good
ability, 17.4% of them had good ability, 30.4% of them had moderate ability and
26.1% of them had low ability. It means that some of the students were able to
change indirect speech into direct speech and some students were not able to do
that. Specifically, it can also be concluded that: 1). The third year students’ ability
in changing indirect speech into direct speech containing statement using simple
present tense at the English Department of Bung Hatta University was very good.
It was proved by the fact that 60.8% of the students had very good ability. 2). The
third year students’ ability in changing indirect speech into direct speech
containing statement using simple past tense at the English Department of Bung
Hatta University was low. It was proved by the fact that 65.2% of the students had
low ability. 3). The third year students’ ability in changing indirect speech into
direct speech containing statement using simple future tense at the English
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Department of Bung Hatta University was low. It was proved by the fact that
30.5% of the students had low ability.

It can be concluded that the third year students’ ability in changing indirect
speech into direct speech at the English Department of Bung Hatta University was
moderate. Relating to the conclusion, the researcher suggests English lecturers to
give more exercises and examples especially for students with moderate and low
ability because in this research many students made mistake in changing tenses.
The researcher also suggests the students to pay attention to the tenses when
changing indirect speech into direct speech and to do more exercises.Furthermore,
the researcher suggests the next researchers to find out the students’ difficulty in
changing indirect speech into direct speech containing statement using simple
present tense, simple past tense and simple future tense.
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